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,consideration moving from him to his imt-
mediate vendor the amount of anfy such ad
valorem duty which he is required to pay as
aforesaid."I

The object of the amendment is to protect
sub-purchasers. Each purchaser will have
to pay his own stamp duty, instead of the
whole burden falling onl the last purchaser-

Amendment put and passied.

Oii motions by' the Chief Secretnry, clause
further amended by inserting after "declar-
ation"' in subparagraph (a) of die proviso
the words "hr him": by deleting in sub-
paragraph (a) the words "by a competent
valuator"'; and by sub-;fituting 'value" for
"fvaluation" where it first occurs in line 2
of subpamagraph (hi.

The CHIEF' SECIIETrARY: I move tin
amnendment--

That ''exceed" in line 27 be struck out,
and "is less than'' be inserted in lieu;l andi
that in line 22 ''person's valuator" be struck
,out and ''person" insserted in lieu.

Amendment putl and passed.

The CEJEF 8E-'CRETAl-IY: I snore ant
amendment-

That ''exceed" in line 27 be struck out,
and "be less than'" inserted in lieu.

Hon. A. THOMSON: What is thle inca"-
4n of this? If there is anl appeal, und the

appeal shows the valuation to be less thani
that submitted, wvill tile ronti-ietor have to
pay the'eostsY9

The CHIEF SECRETARY: This refers
only to merchants and goods. It is thle wor'i
X~xed that is wrongI and the amendmnent
will make the paragraph clear.

Amendment put and passed.

Hfon. S. NICHOLSON: I move an
o anendment-

That after the words "be less than" (pre-
viously inserted) the -words "lthe value'' be
inserted.

Amendment put awlt passed. -

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I lioean
amendment-

That in line 37 of sub-paragraph (d) of
-paragraph (1) of the proviso, after subsection
3 of the proposed new Sectiou 72, the word.;
"does not exceed" be struck out, and "ex-
coeds" inserted in lieu.

Amendment put and passed.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I submit that thle
word -valuation"' should be changed to
''value." I move anl ainetnent-

That in paragraph (d), line 3, ''valuation"
be struck out and ''value'' inserted in lieu,

Aint'iitisiei puit a sd passedl.

Tile CHIEF SECRETARIY: 1 move an.
;1DN~n'nent-

That to the proposed new Section 72 a sub-
section to stand as Subsection 5 be inserted as
follows:-Tbis section shall apply only to ern-
tracts or agreements made after the commence-
ment of this section, but as regards any con-
tracts or agreements made before the coint-
inenceuxent of this section, and still subsisting
thereafter the provisions of this Act and of
section seventy-two of this Act as the same was
contained therein prior to the commencement
Of this section shall apply.

Some doubt has been espressed regarding
contracts thnit are entered into. It is not.
inteiuded tha t the Bill should appl y to them,
butii tisa sit cad mlet't will put ilie matte"
right.

Att-tidnient put1 and pas sed: the Clause,
a-4tintendIed, agreed to.

Bill agains r-eported xvili sfi-tmcr amtend-

ilielils.

Ii nave (#djoa runed ot 9 P.m.
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ASSENT TO BILLS.

Message from the Administrator received
and read, notifying assent to the undermen-
tioned Bils:-

1, Dried Fruits Act Continuance.
2, Local Courts Act Amendment.

QUESTION-RAILWAY UNIFORMS,
TENDERS.

Mr. RAPHAEL asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, Do the department intend to
call tenders for the supply of railway uni-
forms for the current year9 2, If so, wvhen?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, Yes. 2, During the present week.

QUESTION-STATUTE oF
WESTMINSTER.

Mr. iMacCallumn SMITH (without notice)
asked the Premier: 1, Is the Premier of
opinion that the supplementary resolution
recently passed by the Commonwealth Par-
liament regarding the Statute of Westmin-
ster meets the protest against the proposed
statute, as carried by this House on the 30th
July, 1931? 2, Has he noticed a Press an-
nouncement that a Hill for the Statute of
Westminster is to be brought down in the
House of Commons this afternoon? 3, Will
he cable a further protest to the British
Government against the passing of the Stat-
uite of Westminster until such time as it has
received the consideration and approval of
the Australian States?

The PREMIER replied: 1, No. 2, Yes.
3, I have already cabled stating that the
resolution carried by tha Federal Parlia-
ment does not nieet with the approval of
this Government.

QUESTION-TENANTS, PURCHASERS
AND MORTOAGORS' RELIEF ACT.

Hon. P. COLLIER (without notice)
asked the Attorney General: In view of the
fact that tlie Tenants, Purchasers and Mort-
gagors' Relief Act, 1930, will expire on the
31st December next, do the Government in-
tend to introduce a Bill to continue the Act
for another year?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL replied:
Yes. Notice of the necessary Bill will be
given to-morrow.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1931432.

Report of Committee of Ways and Means
adopted.

BILL-FORESTS ACT AMENDMENT
(No. 2).

Introduced by the Premier, and read a
first time.

BILL-LAND AGENTS
AMENDMENT.

ACT

Report of Committee adopted.

Standing Orders Suspension.

On motion by the Premier, so much of the
Standing Orders he suspended as to enable
the Hill to pass through the remaining stage
ant this sitting.

Third Reading.

Bill read a third time and transmitted to
the Council.

BILL-ELECTORAL ACT
AMENDMENT.

Report of Committee adopted.

LOAN ESTIMATES, 1931-32.

In Coininitlee of Supply.

Resumed from tine 11th November;
Riehirdson in the Chair.

MAr.

T'otc-Deparlinental, B79,849.

HON. P. COLLIER (Boulder) i-4.46):
The total amount of the Loan Estimuates has
been so greatly reduced this year that it
leaves very little scope for diseusajon. The
amount set down is £1l,459,000, which of
course is a very considerable reduction on
the amnount we have been accustomed to
(lealilig with in recent years. But that is
not the whole of the money that will be it
the dkposal of tine Government for expen-
iliture on public concerns during the year,
biecause it does not include a sum of ap-
proximately £E240,000 from the Federal Gov-
ernment as a grant for main roads. So if
that be added to the amount of the Esti-
inates, it brings the total for thi.: year to
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about the same as that of last year, namely,
£1,759,000.

The Premier: But we do not add it in
that way.

Hon. P. COLLIER: We do not add it
here, but the £240,000 will be an additional
amount available. And it is better than
loan money, for it is a straight-out grant;
wve do not have to repay it nor to pay in-
terest on it, as we shall have to do with ths,
ordinary, loan expenditure. But even with
that amount added it does not leave the out.
look very- bright in regard to the public
funds available for the assistance of our in-
dustries. Something like more than half
the amount is set down for expenditure on
agrI icultural development. That is all too
small, because it will be agreed that if the
large number of people on the land and now
in difficulties are going to survive, consider-
aibly more than the total amount of these
Estimates will he required to see them
thr1ough. SO although the Sum set dowvn
here appear-s to be large-about £800,000 ii'
round figures-it will be found not nearly
sufficient to get over the season. Because if
wye look at the expenditure last year on the
AJgricultunral Hank, the Industries Assist-
anice Board and those other headings which
provide asistance to the people oil the land
as the Premier pointed out, it does not repre-
sent the total amount of expenditure last
year, because there was something like
£200,000 from the Commonwealth Govern-
inent and another £400,000 raised by tl,
Tndustries Assistance Board.

The Premier: The Finance and Develop-
mneat Board. Of course not all of that was
expended last year. Still it has all been
expended since.

Hon. 1'. COLLIER: So that would bring
up the total expenditure last year to con-
siderably over a million pounds for the des-
velopment of agricultmre. I am afraid the
amnount set out here for expenditure in other
directions is all that canl be made available
from this total. Probably we shall have an
cpportunity shortly to discuss, on another
question to come before the House, the posi-
tion of the farmers and their need for as-
.sistance, so I will not dwell further upon it
at the moment. The next largest amount in
the Estimates is a sum of £210,000 for couni-
try water supplies, drainage and irrigation.
mainly if not almost entirely in the South-
WVest. Near-ly the whole of that amount
will be for expendituire upon drainage aIl

irrigation. I have no doubt the expenditure
in enlarging the Harvey weir so as to pro-
vide a greater quantity of water for irriga-
tion purposes will be justified. irriga-
Lion in the Harvey district is not an experi-
ment, but has already proved successful.
until the district has become one of the most
prosperous of the dairying areas in the
whole of the State. I have no doubt its out-
put will be substantially increased when the
greater quantity of water is available. But
I must confess to being somewhat sceptical
about the expenditure of money on drain-
age. When I look back upon the history of
drainage in this State, nearly all in the
southern portions of the State, I cannot re-
call one scheme that has been a success, ar
even one that has not been an absolute fail-
ure. Wherever we have embarked upon
drainage with a view to land settlement, we
have failed at every turn. Herdsman's Lake
offers a striking example of failure. Then
(hlere was the huge amount expended on the
Peel Estate in drainage alone, something
like half at million pounds. That, too, as
far as drainage goes, has been a failure, cer-
tainly anything but a success.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: The largest portion
or the expenditure was ol thle main drain,
a1nd that is closed up to-day.

Hion. P. COLLIER: Yes, our attempt
to drain that estate has been a failure. And
even in other parts of the State where the
drainage work has been successful, there
have been found other obstacles that have
madle for failure, flown in the Busselton
district considerable drainage works have
been carried out, but no one can say they
havew been successful.

The Minister for Works: They were sue-
cessful in point of draining the land.

lion. 1'. COLLIER: The drainage at
liasselton was carried out mnany years ago.
hut there is not a grent deal of development
there as yet. That country was drained
nearly 20 years ago.

The Premier: There has been a good deal
oif cultivation onl some of tile blocks.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Some of them now
tire coming into production. but for many
vears there was practically no result at all.
rn the Denmark district also we have hadl
similar experience, and generally speaking
wve have had very little success from the
large amount of money expended on drain-
age schemes. So I am rather sceptical about
the drainage scheme., now under way or
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tbut to be started s'hortly along the south-
wvestein railway. When land that has been
under water for the greater portion of the
year is drained it is probable and certainy
possible that it will be found, after large
sums have been expended on the drainage,
that the land is not of a quality that will
jpermit of profitable operation. That is the
danger. 1 do not know whether any soil
analyses have been made of those lands after
they have been drained.

The Premier: Yes, at the Harvey.
Hon'. P. COLLIER : Bunt the Harvey

tcheme is not drainage; it is irrigation.
The Premier: And drainage too.
Hon. P. COLLIER: On new agriculture.
The Premier: And old agriculture too.
Hon. 11. COLLIER: The portion served

by irrigation from the H ai-xey weir is alt
right, but under somue of those works we are
starting in new districts the land may not
he of the quality it is at the Hervey, and
so we mlay again find ourselves with the
land drained, and for mnany years very little
settlement following. I hope I am wrong.
1 have no prejudice at all in the matter,
and if we could be sure the land we are
draininrg will be of high productive quality,
peerhaps it is as good a way of spending
money as the cilearing of heavily timbered
coantryN to make land tit tor settlement.

The MAinister for Aericulture: There is
around Collie a big areta wanting only~
drainage,

Hon. P3. COLLIER: In the past wre have
1men too ready to take onl these schemes
without due exaination, perhaps in conse-
qulence of being urged onl by the settlers and
local residents. 1. remember once I went
dowvn through that vountry and receivedl
deputations. The loval residezits were highly
enthusiastic in elflogising tile hld-it was
only At drainage scheme -bit, a fter all, the
greater numbe~r of those melc were not
qualifie1 to speak. Their enthusiasm for
their district earries away their judgment.
A great number of them, I think, are not
really qualified, for they have never tested
the land proposed to be drained.

The M1inister for Agrclture: A lot of it
is the best subterranean elover land- in the
State.

Eon. P. COLLIER : I doa not know what
areas the hon. member refers to.

The Miinister for Agriculture: In the
Collie district.

Hon. P. COLLIER: That may be o, but
it is not land that has been drained. ITh-

fortunately very often the land is under
water and we cannot tell what it will be
like wvhen drained, whereas we may know
that the surrounding land which does not
require drainage is of good quality. Per-
haps we are not right in assuming that land
which is under water is going to be of equal
quality when drained.

31r. Wansbrough: Usually it proves to
be mineral when drained.

Honl. P. COLLIER: That has been our
experience, namely that land under water
for the greater part of the year does not
prove to be of equal quality with the land
su rioundinog it.

Mr. MeLarty: Some of the best land in
the South-West has been drained.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Is that so' What
,area is that?

M1r. 2fcLarty: It is a good big area, and
will grow clover perfectly.

Hoan. P. COLLIER: Thenci it is all right
as far as production goes. We have not
been able to grow the things we expected
to growv on the swamips at Peel Estate, and
everyone believed that land was of high
quality.

Mr. 2IcLarty: This drainage is not swvarnt
drainage.

lon. P. COLLIER: No, I understand ;L
is low-lying land that is not swamp land.
There may he a difference. I only hope
[he Olovernment will makec the fullest pos
sible investigation before proceeding with
dlrainage work. These are times when we
should profit from experience, and not em-
hark upon01 IJew scemes involving the ex-
pendituire of coniderable sums of mony
without thoroug-h examination and investi
g-ation beforehand. Having regard to the
dliffieulty of obtaining money at present, it

,imperative that we should not embark
lightly upon new schemes. I hope the Gov-
ermnent will make all possible investigation
beforehand. It has been said that the State
wcould hav'e been in rather sorry difficulties
had the 3,500 farrms scheme been launched.
Had that scheme been undertaken in the
manner in which w~e had been accustomed
to face similar scemeies, the State wvould
now have been committed to it. Only be-
etaiisr of the caution exercised by the then
Government, and particularly the caution
of the 'Minister for Lands at the time, was
the utmost investigation made before any-
thing very serious4 was done. We considered
that every possible avenue of investigation
should be explored.



[17 NOVEMBER, 1931.] 52431

Hon. J. C. Wilicock: The Premier wanted
us to rush into that scheme.

The Premier: Oh, no.
Holl. J. C. Wilieck: Yes, you urged it

very strongly.
Hon. P. COLLIER: However, Dr.

Teaklc's report and the reports based oil
scientific investigation saved us from becom-
ing committed to heavy expenditure in that
direction. I have no doubt that, as the
years pass, a great portion of the area will
lie settled, but it wvill have to be done
slowvly and oniy after close investigation.
There can be no question that important
services; of the State are being starved.
That is inevitable because of the lack of
money. If we look at the amount provided
for rolling stock for raulwa-

The Premier: They are very well sup-
plied.

Hon. P. COLLIER: -and the amount
provided for the electric power station, as
wvell as the provision iii other directions,
we find very heavy reductions. No dloubt
the railway rolling stock was brought to a
fairly good standard by the previous Gov-
ernment, but the wear and tear is heavy.
In bad times, all the services that could be
-compelled to do without expenditure have
had to go without until we reached at point
when they could go no longer, and then huge
sums of money had to be found to bring th
-services up to standard. In a couple of
years many hundreds of thousands of
pouunds will have to he provided all at once
to bring the services up to standard and
meet the requirements of the people. That
has happened on more than one occasion in
the past, and it is happening now. Not only
is maintenance being withheld, but neces-
sary improvements to render the services
required are being postponed. That will in-
volve great expenditure in a year or two.
In 1929-30 the expenditure oil rolling stock
was £139,000. Last year there was a drop
to £20,000, and this year the estimate is
£4,000. We canl hardly imagine that a big
system with something like 4,000 miles of
railway call manage for the whole of the
financial year with only £4,000 for rolling-
stock. It would not build one truck.

Hon. J. C. Wilicock: Yes, it would.
The Prmier: It would build twenty.
Hon. J. C. Willeock: You can build three

trucks for £1,000.
Hon. P. COLLIER: Well, that mnus 12

trucks for the year.

Hon. J. C. Willcek: But the Government
are allowing a thousand trucks to fall into
disrepair.

Hon. P. COLLIER: That is the trouble.
Maintenance is being starved, and later on
heavy expenditure will have to be incurred.
To effect the repairs later will cost much
more than would be necessarly at the moment
if the money were available. The same re-
mark applies to the power house. A sum of
£E43,000 was provided in 1929-30 compared
with £10,000 last year. while tile estimate
for this year is only £4,000.

The Premier: A newv unit would cost
about £280,000.

Holl. P. COLLIER: Tt would take IS
mionthis to two years to instal a new unit,
and although there is a little slackness in
the demand for power at present, when thle
tide turns, the demand will increase and it
will be impossible to mneet it. When I took
office, I was faced wvith a demand for some-
thing like £400,000 for the power house and
there was heavy expenditure over several
years. The power house is able to meet re-
quiremients at the moment.

'fle Premier: Expenditure onl the power
house is always going on.

Hon. P3. COLLIER: But for two years
very little hum been provided. There was
practically nui expenditure last year and
practically no p~rovisioni is made for this
year.

The Premier: And none the year lierome
towards installing another unit.

Hon. P1. COLLIER: No, because there
was a reserve from the previous unit. When
we spend a la-ge sum of money for a new
unit, it should carr-v us onl for t"-o or three
years. The power house involves contin-
uous; expenditure, but unless wre look ahead,
we shall not be able to give the service that
the people demand.

The Premier: Tflat is likely to happen,
hut to instal a new unit would take an ceor-
mous sum of mnoney.

Hon. P. COLLIER : Electric power is one
of the essential factors.

The Premier: If we cannot get thme mioney,
you cannot have it.

Hon. P. COLLIER: No. the Government
have not much money to spend anywhere
outside of what is required for agricultural
development.

Holl. J. C. Willeock; That will not ab-'orb
the people out of -work.
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The Premier: Producer gas could he used.

Hon. P. COLLIER: People do not seem
to favour producer gas. Although it has been
used sueresifullv in) the batteries on the gold-
fields, it has not hben adopted much in the
city. If industry revives in such a way as to
necessitate rhe employment of people, prac-
tically the- firs-t call will be on the electric
station tor powver, and it we are not able
to provide the service required, industries
w'ill lag. There is a remarkable falling-off
in the expenditure on roads and bridges.
Some part of the road expenditure was in-
volved in the Federal grant.

The Mfinister for Works: Yes, ios. in the
pound.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Covering the whole
item of roads, bridges and public build-
ings, the expenditure was £1317,000 in 1029-
30, compared with £208,000 last year, and
for the present year the estimated amount
is £1,300. We are relieved of the State's
contribution to the Federal aid roads grant,
which meant a considerable sum, but even
so, work on bridges and public buildings
must be at a standstill. Naturally, such
work must be deferred when money is not
available. Although a larger amount is set
down for the metropolitan water supply
this year than was expended last year, I
would repeat what I said on the Revenue
Estimates regarding the great risk of a
serious shortage of water in the metropoli-
tan area during the next few years. Like
the electricity supply, an additional water
supply cannot 1)0 provided in a year or
two.

The Premier: No, it tak~es time.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Meanwhile great
hardship may he inflicted on Lhe people,
and industry may h e retardedl. We should
endeavour to provide for the service re-
quired not to-day hut three or four years
hence. Development of mining suffers most
of all. The estimate has got down to
£E15,000 for development of mining, and
£E5,000 for the erection of batteries, making
a total of C20,000. Two years ago, the ex-
penditure was £C86,000.

The Premier: That included U45,000 re-
bate on water supplied to the mines.

Ron. P. CONLLIER:; Yes, hut there still
remained 4:40,000 for the industry' .

Hon. J1. C. W~illt.ock. And the prospects
are three tim, as -_,od a., they were.

Hon. 1'. COLLIER: Yes. In the column
gi ving information as to bow the money ih
to he expenided, appears the following:-

Loans under Mdining Development Act;
loans of boring plants; prospecting and hor-
lag ; rebate;, subsidies and development wyork;
assistance generally in aid of mining.

Co~nsequently the £15,000 covers a wide
field and there will not be much for any
one of the items. One matter covered
pretty fully by the Minister for Mdines
wvhen introducing his Estimates 1 should
like to stress, and that is the need for the
expenditure of a little more money on the
goldfields. People are crying out for crush-
ivg facilities on ninny of the old fields, and
on some new fields. Front letters I have
received, it appears tat many prospectors
will be forced to leave and look for susten-
ance on the dole, unless they can obtain
additional assistance to g'il their ore
treated. Yet £:15,000 has to cover the whole
of the g-reat mining industry, which is of
imumense importance to the State to day.
I am afraid that because of the way in
which the depression ha* hit the people on
the land, -we are apt to concentrate all our~
thought in that direction, and to overlook
the value and importance of gold mining to
the State. The yield, which is increasing
month by month, is of great value to the
State. Giold to-day stands at a higher price
than it ever did before, and that is en-
couroging hundreds of people to prospect
for it, whilst mnsi of them are zettina
results.

Mrv. Angelo: And it is not a fluctuating
market.

Hon. 1'. COLLIER: The only fluctuation
has been upwarflds. To-day it ispsibet

get 30s. for a sovereign. I think to-day
gold is worth about £6 13s. a standard
ounce, not inclusive of the bounty. This
has given a --reat stinulus to those en-
gaged in the industry. It would be a thou-
sand pities if the optimism of those on the
go ldfields who are searching for gold
should get a setback, because of the lack of
£20,000 or £30,000 with which to give them
the assistance they require to enable them
to carry on. It would be money well spent.
and probab~ly come back to the State as
such expendituie has done in the past.
Little can be said on these Estimates.
There is no mnoney to spend. There is a
tremendous falling off in that which is
availtible to spend. All we can do i to
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iuake a strong effort to see that whatever
money is available during the year is ex-
pended in the best possible direction, with
a view to the maintenance of ' our existing
industries and the establishment of new
ones.

RON. J. C. WILLCOOK (Geraldton)
[5.17] : It is a yery serious thing for the
country that we should suddenly have to say
to those employed on loan works that Awe
cai spend loan money only to the extent of
1 2 millions this yea;, compared with 13/
last year, and £4,600,000 in other years.

The Premier: It cannot be helped.
Hon. J. C. WILLOOCK: -No. It mens

that we have to readjust our ideas and our
methods of employing individuals. Some
18 months ago there was a population of
8,000 or 10,000 people, who were reason-
ably assurred of constant employment in the
carrying out of our public works policy.
Had the money been available, we could
have continued with that developmental
work, because there is any amount of that
sort of work still to be done in Western
Australia.

The Preniier: Never more than to-day.
Hon. J. C. WIILjCOCK: That is so.
The Minister for Works: There is so

much to do and so little money with which
to do it.

lHon. J. C. WILLOOCK: That brings us
face to face with a serious problem on be-
half of those people who used to follow
public works employment.

The Minister f or Works: There were
about 7,000 engaged on public works.

Hon. J. C. WILLCOCK: Yes, and in eon-
iteetiou with the Loan %rores; of the railways
for the building of trucks, engines, etc., an-
other 1,000 were employed. It can be said
that nearly 10,000 people were dependent for
their livelihood upon the public works policy
of the State and the expenditure of this
mioney. Within the last 12 months the whole
system has changed, and those people find
themselve.. without anmy outlook. The ques-
t-ion Ls' how to readjust our economic life
to find employment for all those people.

Hon. P. Collier: We must establish new
industrie> or find employment somewhere
else.

Hon. J. C. WILLCOCK: If we spend
annually two millions of loan money for the
next five or six years, that will he as much
as we can expect. Here we have 5,000 or
10,000 muen who are without the usual means

of livelihood. The point has been stressed
that the Government should seriously con-
sider what manner of industries these peo-
ple are to be provided with to enable them
to earn a livelihood. It cannot be said that
we do not need men for the development of
the country, for we do need every one of
them. In my opinion the Couneil of Indus-
trial Development should play a consider-
able and active part in 'ascertaining what
can be done by way of affording judicious
assistance in the initial stages of the estab-
lishmenit of new industries, so that they may
be tided over the difficulties that always be-
set them at the outset.

The Premier: We could produce our own
food, our butter, cheese, bacon, etc.

Hon. J. C. W1LLCQCR: Yes. In Ger-
oildton the tomato industry has this year
exported products to the value of M0,000
or £E40,000, and this has been done from an
urea of 5,000 or 6,000 acres.

The -Minister for Works: We sent 31 tons
of tinned milk away from Harvey.

Hon, .1. C. WILLCOCK: Where?
The -Minister for Works: All over the

State.
Hon. J. C. WILLCO OK: I ani speaking

of the tomnato industry. This export to some
extent balances the tremendous imports
froim the- other States.

The Premier: If the tomatoes had not
been shut out early this year, we would
have got even better returns.

Hon. J. C. WILLCOCK: Yes, but only
one boat want off its regular run.

The Premier: The trains would not take
the goods.

Hon. 3. C. WILLOOCK: In season and
out of season the previous Government, as
well as the present Government, endeav-
oured to induce the South Australian Gov-
erment to allow tomatoes to go by rail, and
at last the persistent efforts were rewarded
by permission being, given to that effect.
The fact that the Eastern States boats now
leave on Thurs9day instead of Saturday also
makes a difference. There is a big field
for the manufacture of tomato sauce in this
country. A small fact-ory has been estab-
lished at Geraldton to supply the demand
within the State. Because of the lack of
experience and Judicious advice the product
has not been as successful as it might hare
been. In Government employment there is a
highly technical staff. The Council of In-
ulustrial Development could take the posi-
tion in hand and give the advice required.
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Possibly :ds.o lorne financial assistuce
might be given to the industry. Once it is
established, it would probably develop very
rapidly, and thousands of pounds worth
of tomato products could be sold within
the State. It is a product which can
easily he handled, bill the industry does
need a niea.,ure of encouragemnt and is-
sistanee. 1 (do not want the Government
to establish at factory, but they might assist
to the extent of £1,000 or- £2,000, so that
the industry might overcome its initial
difficulties and be put onl thle road to site.
cess. Tn this way, local requirements in
this commoudity could lie met. In Geraidton
a smnall industry has albo been started for
the canning of crayfish.

'The Premier: And very good they are,
too.

Hoii. .1. C. wVIrLCOCR: These people
have not had much assistance in the wayv
of advice, but I am sure if they hil, say,
f5,01)(, at least 100 mien could be profitably
employed. This is one of the natural in-
dustries of the State. T do not say we
should encourage a lot of exotic industries
which are not in conformity wvithi our natu-
ral conditions, hutl the era 'vlish indnstrv' .
particularl 'y in that district, is one which
could wveil be developed.

Mfr. Thorn: Tt is one nf the finest pro-
ducits onl the mlarket to-day. V

Hon. P. Collier: Large quoantities of fish
are still coming into the State.

lon, J. C. WILLOOCK: Thousands of
p)ounds worth of this commodity come to
Western Australlial. T understand that
£:50,000 worth is exported from South
Africa and other parts of the world.

The Premtier: More than £150,000 worth
of fish of one sort and another is im-
ported.

H-on. J. C. \VfLLTCOCK: This is one of
the lines that could be successful~ly mar-
keted here, if the Counicil of Tndustrial
Development had a little mioney available
with which to render assistance, and were
able to proffer Round advice, the industry
could produce a commodity that would
hold its oni -Against competition. Finan-
ciall assistance of that sort would also en-
able the industry properly to handle the
by-product-, and so market the principal
products at a lower price. I visited the
factory recently, id noticed that all the
hr-products were hcinsr thrown awvay.

These represent at valuable fertiliser, for
which there is a ready sale.

The Premier: As chicken feed.

lion. J. C. W1LL(OClC: Yes, and in
other d ireetiolk.. A considerable amouit
oft money could he made out of the by-pro-
ducts. This is the sort of thing we should
look to for our new industries, it has been
said that for the future we cannot took
extensively to the Government for money
for the estalilishment of industries by
which peonle may he kept In work. If
private enterprise has to find the money,
there munst he sonic guiding band over it.
'iherc must lie somne body vwhich is pre-
pared to glive advice, and, where war-
rantied, at small measure of financial assist-
;ace. If that is done, and the advice
is taken, our industries will do much better
than if they' ate allowed to go on in a hap-
hazard way, controlled by individuals who
start off wvithout proper investigation and
information, and with too little capital to
enable thenm to succeed.

The Premuier: That. is the trouble.
lion. P'. Collier: Too many little indnw-

tries have gone to the wvall through lack of
capital.

Hon. 3. C. WILLCOCK: The Govern-
ment call be of tremendous assistance if
they will give proper advice. I do not wvant
nittention to be paid to every hair-brained
individual who conies along for money for
oiie thing or another. but I have referred
to two industries which are natural indun-
tries, and wvhichi, by judicious assistance,
wool(] help numbers of people to make a
reasonably good living. I ann. informed
that if .010,000 were put into the last in-
dustry I have referred to, it would per-
inaltntly employ 100 men. We do not mnd
spending V10,00 in laying three or four
p iles of railwvay to a place ivlere perhaps,
5() individuals are engaged in production.
In the industry to which I have referred,
the production per head would be far
I.reater then it would be in the case of 50
nien, who iicre engaged (in the land in sonic
parts of the State. This would make a
difference 41i our trade balance.

The Premier: We have often tried to
assist these industries.

lion. 3. C. WTLLCOCK: We have not
been so interested lately in these enter-
prises, because we have concentrated upon
development by means of opening uip the
land with thme aid of Glovernment money.
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lion. 1'. Collier: Another reason is that
the people themselves, until recently, have
not realised the importance of buying local
products. They are a bit slowv still, but they

re improving.
lion. J1. G. WViLLCOCK: That is so.
The Premier: Every time these industries

have been started, it has been with too little
vapital, and those concerned could not estab-
lish stocks.

lion. J. C. W'LLUOCIK: Apart trin
that, they did not have the proper advice
rearding the industries in which they were

interested. An ordinary individual, just be-
cause he happens to see crayfish and realises
that they can bo canned, cannot be expected
to have the knowledge to undertake that in-
dustry. It would be muclh better if, at the
outset, that indiv idual hadl the benclit of the
assistance that could be rendered by Goy-
einent experts.

Mr. Sampson : [s there a sufficient sup-
piv of crayfish readily available?

Hon. J. C. W1LLCOCK: I am not given
to exaggeration, but there are millions upon
millions of crayfish available. I understand
flint thme Attorney General-

Hon. P. Collier: Was driven, off all island
liv crayfish.

Hon. J. C. WELT1COCK: \es, that is
what they say. This is no exotic industry.
We have a natural] advantage not possessed
ln people in any other part of the world,
and we should make every endeavour
successfully to exploit that advantage. I do
not quarrel with what has been done by the
Council of Indostrial lDevelopment, but it

shLould lie a matter of Government policy
that the council should take a more live in-
w(rest in the establishment of industries in
this State. In tine Geraldton district there
:ire the possibilities I have mentioned for
the successful establishment of factories for
the manufacture of tomato sauce and to call
Lrayfish. If those two commodities were
manufactured here, the effect upon our
economic life would be tremendous. We
would not have to import vast quantities of
the-e lines, seeing that they could be success-
fully manufactured here. The Common-
wealth Government think it is all right if
they impose a duty of 2d. a lb. on these
lines. Having done so, they consider that
people should be able to establish the indus-
tries because of that margin of protection.
That is not what is wanted. What is re-
(:nlred is assistance, particularly financial

issistonce, in the early stages, and expeit
advice, which will go far toward. the sue-
eessful establishment of industries. Witil
regard to agricultural development, we know
that we will not have thle advantage of the
immense loarn expenditure that eljaractexise.
our operation, in past years. The difference
between C5,000,000 and 11,000,000 is com-
paratively tremendous, and we know we will
not have the advantage of the hig-her figure
in the years to tome. At thle same time, we
must continue to open tip areas of land, anti
in. the Geruldton district there is approxi-
mnately halt a million acres that can be sue-
cessfully dealt with. The Minister for
Lands, who was there tour or live weeks
ago, will appreciate the position. Experi-
merits ha ye- been conducted there, and from
1,0w land that had not been tallowved, un
average of about 18 buLsbels was obtained.

TIhe 'Minister for Lands,: Have von got
the latest figures?

Ron. 41. C. WILLOOCK: Y'es, f have
themt here. The statistics have heel, coin-
piled on a careful, systematic basis, and the

results are given from the wvhole of the
blocks. From 18 plots of half an acre each,
results, of trials with various kinds of wheat
are shown. Sonic of the wvheats did not prove
suitable. but even so: the lowest return
shown wvas 16 bushels. Some returned an
average of as high ais 20 bushels, while thu
average over the lot was about 18 bushels.

The Minister for Lands: The Train was
?ilSI combimied-iri.

lion. J. C. WILLCOCK: Yes. Notwith-
standing the depredations of rabbits, and
othelr pests that must have come from 40
miles or more to feed on the pastures new,
which must have adversely affected the gros
returns, the average production wats very
high. Onl the main Crop of nine acre there
was a yield of 18 bushels, and on the main
4-V-0) of Merredin, which comprised 26 acre-,
there was an average of 20 bushels.

The Minister for Agriculture: You would
not persuade others to combhine-in becaus"
of ! hat experiment?

Hon. J. C. WILLCOCK: Perhaps itot.
The Minister for Lands: It is a different

class of soil.
Ron. J. C. WILLOOCK: Yes, it i. a dif-

ferent proposition in the district to wvhich
I refer. I know the area well. It coimprises
friable, open soil that does not require
heavy ploughing. There are practically
500,000 acres of that class of land within
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40 miles of a railway, and closer than most
other agricultural areas to a port. I t is
within 70 miles of Geraldtou, so that there
would not be the imposition of the 4d.
freight rate onl every bushel of wheat pro-
duced there. It will he seen that there is
a big field there for development. I do not
say that the Government should immiediately
construct a railway through the area, anti
proceed to throw open the land for selec-
tion at once. Onl the other hand, when there
is a possibility of further land development
in this State, bef ore anything is done re-
garding railway construction elsewhere, tile
claims of this district should receive the Aer-
ious consideration of the department. Pro-
bably that will be necessary within the next
two or three years. We mast go on with
agricultural development, or else the State
will go under. I believe there is a better
field for development in the particular dis-
trict I refer to than elsewhere in the State.
The Victoria district has consistently, year
after year, led iii the average wheat produc-
tion of this State. Generally% it has been a
bushel above the average of the State.

The Premier: The Southern Cross district
beat you last year.

Hon. J. C. WILLOOCKi: The Southern
Cross district mar do that in a particular
year, but eonsistenitly for years past the
Victoria district hias maintained the highest
avenage, and -will continue to do so. We
can afford to open up the land there, because
successful experiments have already been
carried out. Instead of opening up large
aroas elsewhere with a 0-inch rainfall, and
precarious at that, we should give consider-
ation to the undekveloped stretchies of die
Victoria district. iii the Darbimoor area, '25
miles to the south, consistent average of
from 18 to 24 bushels to the aere hals been
secured. The claims of that area should
also receive serious consideration. Those
parts will have to be opened up and devel-
oped before long. It must be realised that
in these days we cannot afford to open up
areas for wheat and wool growing alone.
For the fuiture farmers will not be success-
ful if they depend entirely upon those two
commodities. I amn pleased that Western
Australia has exported half a million dozeni
eggs fths year.

Hion. P. Collier: And~ wve have started the
export ot fat lambs.

Hon. J. C. WILLOOCK: Both these se-
tions of primary industry can be developed
to a great extent. Then we can go in for
pork and many other side lUN, which will
have to be developed appreciably.

Hon. P. Collier: Of course they must be.

Hon. J. C. WILLCOCK: We cannot con-
tinue to rely upon one or two main lines.
A few year,; ago there was hardly anything
produced in many districts except wheat,
but now that has to be changed.

Thle Premier: The farmers bought cows,
but then got rid of them.

Hon. J. C. WILLCOCK: In ftutre farm-
ers will have to combine with wheat and
wool such side lines as poultry, eggs, fat
]ambs, dairying and so onl. They must go
in for all those things if their farms are to
be self-contained and successfully conducted.

Honl. W. 1). Jolhnson:. If you do not im-
prove Your mnarketing organisat ion, you will
not keel) going long.

Hon. J. C. WILLCOCK: Thle hon. incm-
.is doing good work along those lines4,

and lie is bringing munch enthusiasm to bear
upon his task.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: With but little pro-
gress.

Hon. P. Collier: It is useless. getting on
wvith. such production if we do not secure a
tmarket.

Hon. W. D). Johnson: That is so.
Holi. S. C. WILLOOCK: I canl leave that

phase to the member for Guildford-M.Nidland
(Hon. W. D. Johnson) who is enthusiastic
in his missionary efforts both here and in
thle country' district., and rely upon him to
see that every thing possible is done regard-
ig marketing.

Hop. AY. D. JohnlSOn: As soon as you
touch vested interests, you do not make pro-
gress.

Hoji. J. C. WLLCt)CK: That mnay be
one ol, the dillietolties.

ion. NV. 1). Johnson: So long as men
are allowed to exploit the farmiers, thi'v arec
tiicou rnged to do0 so.

The lPreniier: You want to wipe thenm
ou t.

H1oi. AV. 1). Johnison 'No, I want to -ih'
the farmers a chance.

lion. ,J. C. WILLCOCK: I think we cal
leave that part ofr the busines to the hon.
member, because I know he will make a
good job of it. it is pleasing to know that
the farmers now app~reciate the fact that
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they cainnot rely upon one commiodity only,
but must develop self-contained proposi-
tions. Moreover it is not sufficient to go in
for wrheat and some sheep only. In order
successfully to develop agricultural opera-
tions throughout the State, the various side
lines I have indicated will have to be given
much more attention than in the past. Oar
experience in years gone by has been doe
to the one fault-we were too prosperous.

T he Minister for Works: You are right
there.

Hlon. J. C. WILLOOCIC: In these days-
we mnust concentrate upon other lines as
well. I am glad to note from the Estimates
that the Government have been able to pro-
vide money for continuing the construction
of the Geraldton harbour. I have already
commented upon the Victoria district and,
its prospects, and if the industries I have
pointed to are brought to fruition, it will
mean an appreciably increased trade for
the port of Goraldtou. We have reached the
stage of producing 10,000,000 bushels of
wheat in the area adjacent to Geraldtw;s,
which is the natural port for that part
of the State. There are large areas of
country still to be developed and that witi
mean still further trade for the port. With
more scientific farming and better condi-
tions generally, those who have already
taken up land will undoubtedly increase
their average production. -If prices remain
reasonably high, in a comparatively few
years we shall be exporting 20,000,00)
bushels of wheat from Gernldton. In those
circumstances, it is essential to continue the,
construction of harbour facilities there. The
Premier and the 'Minister for Works are
each favourably impressed with the neces-
sity to eoni~inue that work, and I am gladt
that £30,000 or £40,000 is to be spent on
the hiarbour this -year. I hope it will -be
possible to do something towards dredging
the harbour to a depth of 30 feet to enable
the port facilities to eater adequately for
overseas vessels. If we concentrate on the
side lines I have mentioned, we shall have
large consignments; to ship overseas from
Geraldtou, and I hope that in due course
boats will be able to load parcels of wheat
there. That is a profitable method of hand-
ling the harvest. If the harbour were
dredged to a suffict depth, it would prove
remunerative in the end.

The Premier: Dredging is costly work
and does not mean much in wages.

Hon. J. C. WNLLLCOCK: I realise that
position, but with the prospects ahead of
the port1 I am glad the Government have
been able to find so much money to continue
the important work of harbour construction
ait Geraldton. I wvish once more to impressi
uipon the Government the importance of
establishing industries within the State, and
of making the Council of Industrial De-
velopment a really live body. The council
should collect statistics, ascertain what in-
dustries can be established locally, and whau
markets are available.

The Premier: 'We have always known
about the fish and other industries that cart
he, started, but the difliculty is to get people
to embark upon those ventures.

Ilon. J1. C. WVILLOOCK: There is a pos-
sibility that, with a little judicious assist-
anee tit the outset, money would be avail-
able to establish sonic of these inidustries.

The Attorney General: Our experience of
advancing money to establish industries has
been most unfortunate in the past.

Hon. J. C. WILLCOOK: I know that
has been so, and I do not suggest that the
Government would be warranted in finding
all the money necessary to establish indus,-
tries. On the other hand, the expenditure
of a comparatively small amount at the
initial stage would be well repaid. If
people are not prepared to sink their own
money in esitablishing industries, then the
State will not be warranted in assistinr
them. Unles thie Government take control
of an industry Ah a State trading concern,
they will not be warranted in providing
large sums of money for other people to
squander. If people are prepared to pro-
vide £7,000 or £8,000, the interests of the
State would not be jeopardised if £1,000 or
so were advanced at the initial stage. The
State would be well repaid and the industry
wvould be- put on the high-road to success.

HON. S. W. MUNSIE (Hannns) [5.45]:
I can not allow the Loan Estimates to go
throug w ithout having a word to say in
connection with the development of mining.
For the last IS months we have heard noth-
hig but comments on the assistance that
has been urgently required by and granted
to the man on the land. I have no fault
whatever to find with that, but my com-
plaint is that if a request is made from a
goldfields area for assistance for mining,
we are told that because of the enhanced
value of gold, the mining industry should be
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in a position to look after itself. I am
aware that the Govreranment are hard pushed
with regard to loan money, hut they have a
million and a half at their disposal this
year, and ot that total a paltry £20,000 has
been made available to the mining industry.
I wish to enmphasise this fact, that at the
present time it will well repay the State to
grant a little more assistance in the way
of facilitie, to the man who is game enough
to go out and prospect for gold. There
should be additional faciities to enable him
to treat his. ore. Complaints have been made
because year after year the State batteries
have shownt a loss of between £6,000 and
CS,000. Someone remarked the other night-
I. think it was the Leader of the Opposition
-that he had often heard it said that in-
directly the State batteries had proved of
great benefit to the State. The lass that has
been sustained by the Government in run-
ning the State batteries is admitted, but
those batteries, more than anything else I
know of have been of immense advantage in
an indirect way to Western Australia.
When we come to realise that the State bat-
teries have produced over six million pound.-
worth of gold, we must also be prepared to
admit that fully 90 per cent. of that gold
would never have been recovered but for the
money that was spent on those batteries.
Every Government that has been in power
has never hesitated to treat liberally the
agricultural industry. The Loan Estimates
have always provided a considerable sum of
money for this industry, and at the present
time, in the midst of thme depression from
which we are suffering, we find that actu-
,ilty £747,717 is to he provided. That is
almost as much as the mining industr-y has
rceived over a period of many years. We
must bear in mind that for the past 30 years
the mining industiry in this State has dis-
tributed moure than a ilion and a half in
-wages each year. I will undertake to say
that directly it has paid much more in wages
than has the agricultural industry, although
I admit that if we take the individual who
is settled on the land and include his wages,
probably the man on the land in the last
ten years has distributed as much in wages
and salaries as has the mining industry.
When we come to realise that the mining
industry has produced £I6hi,0O0,000 worth of
gold and paid 629,000,000 in dividends, we
can imagine the immense good that has been
to the State. The industry has justified all
the acziataner that hws been given to it by

Governments. This year, through lack of
funds, the benefit that the industry has re-
i'eived during the past six or seven years in
respect to the supply of cheap water, has
been cat out. That will mean that the whole
of the industry from Southern Cross east-
wards will be compelled to pay the ordinary
rate for water. This will involve the pay-
ment by the industry of about £27,000 or
£28,000 since this has been approximately
thme value of the concession ranted up to
this year. The Government are talking away
more from the mining industry in a direct
way this year than the total amount they are
making, available in the Estimates by way of
assistance. That is not right. The other
evening when discussing another aspect of
mining, the question was asked by two or
three members as to whether the companies
were repaying, the loans that had heen ad-
vanced by the Government. I admit that
a good many advances that have been made
from the Mines Development Vote have not
been repaid, but where the advances have
been made to companies they are being re-
paid. It is the advances to individuals that
are not being repaid. But let us take one
branch of agriculture that was establishied
about nine years ago-I refer to group set-
tlements-and see what the position is there
in respect of the financial assistance that
has been granted. There has been an en-
ormous sum of money written off and
the whole of the ratepayers of the
State must continue to pay interest on
that money. We have heard a good deal
latel:y about the revival in the mining in-
dustry. The Mlinister for Mines when in-
troducing his Estimates the other evening.
had the task of making one of the most
cheerful speeches delivered in this House,
during the past eighteen months. The in-
dustry is certainly minig ahiena by leaps
and hounds, and capital is coming in from
outside. But what do we find the Govern-
mneat doing 7 They are skimping the vote
and treating the industry more scantily
than any other. T protest against that, hut
whilst doing sto I have no intention of de-
crying the agricultural industry. I agre
with the member for Geraldton that if the
State isz to progress we must continue to
help the agricultural industry and to
settle people on the land, but while we
are doing that we should not ignore an-
other industry that has done so much for
Western Australia. The agricultural in-
dnstn' has not done, nearly as munch for
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the State as has the mining industry, and
yet we find that it is to receive over
£700,000, whilst the mining industry is to
get a paltry £20,000, in addition to which
the mines will have to forfeit the conces-
sion of £27,000 that they had been receiv-
ing in respect of the water supply. Thus
the (iovernmcnt wili show a profit of
£7,000) in that way. On top of all this,
through stress of circumstances, the Minis-
ter is obliged to reduce the concessions
that for many years past have been granted
to prospectors. He is reducing the cartage
subsidy, and is cutting out rebates on low-
grade ore. "With all that he Is able to find
oub- f,20,000 to assist the industry gene-
rally. There never was a time in the his-
tory of the State when the Government
should be .nly too glad to do everything
-possible to assist the mining industry. We
are now receiving for all the gold thtt can
be produced about £2 14s. an ounce over
and above the actuel value or gold in
normal times.

The -Minister for Lands: It is really a
premium on the gold.

Hon. S. W. MUNSIE: Exactly. And in
the face of that-of course we all know
the Government are hard up for funds-
they are not able to find more than a miser-
able £20,000 for the industry ! I could
emphasise the point made by the Leader of
the Opposition th1e other night regardir..r
the amount of money on the Estimates for
drainage work. There are few instances
that Pan he pointed to in Western Aus-
tralia where money that has been expended
on drainage has proved successful. The
drainage works that the Government are
engaged on at the present time cannot be
suceesqfuI by reason of the methods being-
adopted in the employment of men. There
again they are spending five times as muich
as is being given to the mining industry.
Counting men on wages, on tribute, and
prospecting, there are at least 8,000 men
,6ngaged in the industry to-day, as against
4,500 men two years and a half ago. Em-
ployment on the goldfields is increasing,
hat one item shows a greater reauctron
than the total amount the Government are
givingz the industry during this financial
year. On the subject of assistance to
prospectors, many deputations have re-
cently waited on the 'Minister for Mines.
The member for MLit. M1agnet (Ron. Mf. F.
Troy) has hardly ever risen here to speak

r30]

on mining without bringing that subject
forward. These Loan Estimates, neverthe-
less, provide no assistance whatever to
prospectors. The Government are assist-
ing hundreds of persons engaged it- other
industries whi-ch have encountbred haul
times. Now, the man who goes out battling
in the gold-bearing districts is mneeting
with just as hard times as my man crtah-
lished in industry. If sustenance is to be
given to any section of our community,
none of it is more deserving than are the
prospectors. Yet these Loan Estimates do
not provide them with a shilling. Presently
we shall be asked to consider methods by
which the Government can further assist
the 'man on the land, who, I acknowledge,
is entitled to all the aid that can be ren-
dered him. Howover, a prospector might
discover another Golden Mile. I aim one
of those who believe that Kalgoorlie is not
the only Golden Mile in Western Australia.
I hold that there is no other country in
the world with the same area of auriferous;
country as Western Australia has;. Yet
less is being done here to assist mining to-
day than has been done since Blayley dis-
covered Coolgardie in 1892. In my opinion,
the Government should have miade not less
than £50,0OO available for assistance to
mining during the current financial year.

MR. MeLARTY (Mlurray-Wellington)
[6-5]: A considerable proportion of the
drainage work now being done by the
Government in the South-West is lo-
cated in my electorate. It is work
which has been advocated for Many
years by the most practical farmers in thel
district. The Leader of the Opposition need
have no fear as to the results from the ex-
penditure The Harvey River division
scheme alone will benefit 123,000 acresf
country. I do not say that it is all good
country, but it includes a large area of use-
ful land. This scheme has, always been re-
cognised as the key to the drainage position
in Mthe district. Until it is tackled, there
cannot be a comprehensive drainage system
in that area. Numerous brooks and creeks
run through the district, and the hills are
close to the loration of the scheme. The
wvater comes down from the hills in large
quantities and with a great rush, and has
riot a defined course. Once one gets west of
the railway,' the country' is extremely flat,
and the water spreads; over Miles of it, with-

5251



5252 [ASSEMBLY.]

Out a chance to get away. Yet one finds
places where farmers have been able to
drain, to establish really good pastures, and
to dairy successfully. Years ago that coun-
try was not regarded as useful at all. In
fact, people would not take it up. The west
Coolup country is a fair sample of the lands
affected. Until drainage was established
there, the results were extremely poor. I
jemember that years ago people in my dis-
trict used to say that it is country which
they would not have as a gift. Yet to-day,
owing principally to drainage, but thanks
also to the use of super and the establish-
mnent of clovens, some of the most prosper-
ous dairy farms in the district are to he
found in the neighbourhood of Coolup.
Tlhat fact in itself suffices to prove that if
only the water can be got away, the land is
capable of profitable production. As re-
gards the irrigation schemes in hand, in the
Harvey and Waroona areas it was impera-
tive that something should be done. Both
districts were suffering from annual water
shortages, and the position was becoming
more acute. The crops, particularly green
fodder crops and potatoes, suffered heavy
losses. It has been estimated that in one
season alone the farmers there suffered
losses totalling £10,000 by reason of short-
age of water. The same thing applies,
though to a lesser extent, in the Hlame1 and
Waroona areas. As pointed out by the
Minister for Works, the extended irrigation
schemes have been responsible for the estab-
lishmnent of condensed milk factories. One
factory is in full swing at Hanvey, and
Nestle's are clearing land at Waroona to
erect a building, estimated to cost £30,000.
T feel quite sure that if the two additional
schemes had not been proceeded with, there
would have been little chance of the estab-
lishment of those factories. Further, it is
said that in the Drakesbrook district a
bacon factory is likely to be started at an
early date. Reverting to the drainage ques-
tion, this country is entirely different from
the Herdsman's Lake country or the Peel
Estate swamps. It is all useful country,
riif clay country, the most suitable we have
for subterranean clover. Moreover it is
proven country. Once the water is taken
off, the results will, I am convinced, be
highly beneficial.

HON. J. CUNINGHAM (Kalgoorlie)
[6.11]: These loan proposals, totalling
£1,460,000, provide for an expenditure of

£:410,000 on irrigation, joined with drainage,
in the Collie River district. I am rather
concerned, not so much as regards the irri-
gation, but as regards cost and maintenance
of the drainage. Before the Minister is
empowered to construct a drainage scheme,
upon which the people concerned will have
to pay rates, he must get the consent of the
landholders. What is the position here?
I understand that in the district affected
the land is under water for some months ;n
the year. That will prove an advantage as
regards preventing mineralisation of the
soil, but it also means that an almost per-
fect system of drainage will be required so
that the settlers may carry out the policy
of summer production. Unless the Govern-
ment are prepared to construct and classify
the drains as a national work, the people
of the district will be called upon for all
time to hear the cost of maintenance. Fail-
ing that, the Government must first consult
the people whom they propose to rate. The
scheme appears to me to be a combination
of irrigation and drainage. Apparently the
Government are content to classify the
drains as national works.

The Minister for Works: There is a
drainage rate as well as an irrigation rate.

Hon. J1. CUNNINGHAM: The Minister
for Works is fully aware that he cannot
undertake a drainage work without comply-
ing with a certain section of the Act. Per-
haps the Minister can give me an assurance
that the people concerned have authorised
the work.

The Minister for Works: Quite correct.
Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: That being so,

the progress of the work will be plain sail-
ing so far as the Minister is concerned.
As I have said, this portion of Western
Australia is subject to flooding during the
winter Imonths. Other areas of the Com-
monwealth, and portions of the United
States, in which there is no flooding, are
.subject to the disability that the alkali comes
to the surface as the result of the applies-
tion of water year after year for want of a
drainage system. I have no fear as regards
mineralisation of our South-Western lands,
more especially in the area under discus-
sion, On this work the Government pro-
pose to expend £410,000. Is there a need
to construct irrigation works here with a
view to carrying on summer production of
butter and milk? The proposal has arisen
out of the Government's policy ini connec-
tion with sustenance payments to the uIn-
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employed, their policy of finding employ-
ment for the workless. The Government
havq two objects in view. The first is to
absorb the unemployed by sustenance relief
works. Secondly, the Government desire
to expend money so as to bring about
directly beneficial results to the State by
the opening up of further lands for summer
production of butter and milk. I desire to
draw the attention of the Minister to the
fact that the Government are not obtaining
the best possible results by the manner in
which they expend money in wages or on
piece work rates, in connection with the
system of relief works.

Sitting suspended froma 6.1.5 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: Before tea I
was referring to the methods adopted by the
Government in connection with relief works
,such as the Harvey irrigation scheme. To
my thinking the method of employment and
the rates, prescribed in payment are alto-
gether on a wrong basis. It would be far
better if the Government were to arrange
to pay the prescribed rate of wage, even
if only for a mouth or six weeks, rather than
the reduced rate provided in the relief scale.
That would enable the wnrkers. to secre
a certain sum of money, and to make pay-
ments to those they have left behind in the
metropolitan area. To-day those men are
called upon to keep two homes on a susten-
ance rate of wage that is absolutely inade-
quate for the purpose. I know there is a
great deal of discontent amongst those en-
gaged on the relief works, and I ask the
Minister to review the whole position in re-
ference to the methods adopted and the
scale of payments made for that class of
work. If he did that, I think he could
evolve other methods whereby greater satis-
faction would be given to the workers em-
p)Ioyed. Attention was drawn by the Leader
of the Opposition to the small amount,
£2,000, provided in the Estimates for the
mining industr3- for the whole year. Of
that sum only £E15,000 will be made avail-
able for the purpose of mining development
and financial assistance to prospectors. It
is utterly impossible to provide out of that
,sum the necessary financial assistance to
prospectors. To-dlay the goldfields business
people are backing the prospector, and have
been doing it for years past- But there are
so many men out prospecting and receiving

assistance from them that the burden has
become too great for the business people to
carry. If it is the desire of the Govern-
ment to further the mining industry, they
could with advantage make additional money
available. Not only that, bitt the sums paid
to individual prospectors should he in-
creased. M1en cannot all the time prospect
along the railway lines; it is necessary to
get away into the bush. The country adja-
cent to the railways has been travelled over
for years, as have also the lands adjacent to
small mining towns, which may be said to
have been thoroughly prospected. So it is
realised by the prospectors that to open uip
new Country it is necessary to get away
from the towns and the railway lines. For
that purpose £C1 per week is little enough
to paty a protipector to enable him to live.
It is almost useless for the Minister for
Mines to make additional crushing facilities
available to prospectors unless the prospec-
tors have financial assistance by way of sus-
tenance payments. Recenitly the Minister
announced that he had provided new plant
in certain gold-mining centres, and had also
reconditioned old plant. That was. very
good work on his part, but unless those en-
gaged in prospecting are able to get money
to lta- % foe the necessaries of life, very little
prospecting can he done. The Governnment

shudlook into thiz side of the question:
whereas they are spending hundreds of
thousands of pounds on relief work in the
metropolitan area, they propose to spend
only £E15,000 on actual mining development
work and on assistance to the mining indus-
trv. As the memher for Hannans (Hon. S.
WV. Muosie) pointed out, mining in the past
has done a lot of good for Western Austra-
lia and is doing an enormous amiount of
good to-day' . It i, the hope, not only of
those representing gold-mining constituen-
cies, lint of all members., that the gold-min-
ing industry shiould get the necessary assist-
ance. which it cannot get out of £15,000, as
proposed in the Estimates. Recently the
Ninister saw fit to suspend the regultions
(eoverinig rebates and free crusbings, and in
addition he reduced the amount allowed to
enable prospectors to cart to the batteries.
I understood the Minister, when making'
those remarks;, to say that gold is of such
high value to-day that the prospector is in
a very much better position than lie wvas
when those reguliations were made. I am
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not too sure of that- In the first place the
prospector has to go out and find a proposi-
dion. Then he has not always a reliable
test, not even the higher assay; it is neces-
sary in most instances to have a sample
crushing put through. And the prospector
may not secure the advantage of the high
price of gold. For he has to put in
months securing the ore to put through
a trial parcel. As I say, he has
to sacrifice months of his time, and
then very often does not secure sufficient
gold even to pay the small charges made
by the public batteries, and his share of the
cartage charges. So, whereas leaseholders
established on their leases may get a direct
advantage as the result of the present price
of gold, the prospector is in a totally dif-
ferent position. I should like the Minister
to review his past actions in reducing the
sum allowed for cartage and suspending the
regulations covering rebates and free crush-
ing- I know the Minister is sympathetic to-
wards tbe industry, and we all know he is
hard pushed for cash; hut if we are to pre-
serve the mining industry, those regulations
should not be suspended for any length of
time. I am confident the Minister, if he re-
views the position, will be able to find a
little money with which to give further en-
couragement to the prospector, and so en-
able him to follow his calling in the hope
of opening up new mines for the State. I
do not propose to say anything further,
other than to touch upon the small amount
provided in these Estimates for the renewal
of sections of the goldfields water supply
main. For years past the S0in. main has
been very much neglected. It is now in a
state of rotten disrepair. In years gone by
money was withheld which should have been
spent on replacing some of the pipes and re-
conditioning others that were lifted from
the main, so that they might be improved to
such an extent that they could he used again.
When I was at the department I made every
effort to secure additional money to lift
those rotten sections of the main with a
viewv to giving security, not only to the gold-
fields people, hut also to those agricultural
settlers dependent entirely for water on the
goldfields, scheme. There is going to be a
difficult time unless money can be secured
for the purpose of making necessary re-
newals and reconditioning old pipes. Under
recent methods adopted by the departmen-
tal officers, pipes when lifted can be recon-
ditioned and placed in such a state of re-

pair that they haye a new lease of life
and last up to 12 to 15 years longer. In
view of the present rotten state of the main,
it is necessary that the Government and the
House should render assistance to place that
main in a state of proper repair. I notice
there is very little money to be made avail-
able in agricultural areas for water sup-
plies. I hope tbe Minister is not altogether
dropping the question of providing such
supplies in agricultural areas. Although we
are experiencing a depression in wool and
wheat production to-day, it is not going to
last for ever, and unless the Minister is pre-
pared to do his share of the work from year
to year, the time will come when there will
be such an enormous demand for water sup-
Plies in agricultur-al areas that the Govern-
ment will find it very difficult indeed to pro-
vide the money necessary to carry out those
works.

MR. ANGELO (Gascoyne) (7.42): 1 am
heartily in accord with the remarks that
bave fallen from the Leader of the Opposi'-
tion and other goldfields members. The
prospector is a good, long-odds chance that
we can well afford to back. It may be said
it savours of Speculation to assist these men
to go out on the chance of finding a mine or
a reef. But at present we are giving assist-
ane to a great many young men who, al-
though thvy themselves may know nothing
about prospecting, yet could be split up
into parties of three or four with an old
prospector to lead each party, and be sent
out in an endeavour to find new gold mines,
and try their luck generally. Members who
have lived on the goldfields know how easy
3t is sometimes to pass gold. Some 40 years
ago, when I was living at Roebourne, there
was a pool in a little creek where
for two years or more my -friends
and I camped nearly every Saturday
when out kangaroo shooting. Never-
theless gold was not found there till a
Chinaman's cart happened to be passing the
creek. The Chinaman gave his horse ,
drink in the creek and, as the cart swung
round, the wheel turned up a 48-oz. nugget.
Within a few months thousands of ounces
were found, and I myself specked some gold
lying- under spinifex bushes. I do not know
how many thousands of people must have
passed that spot Three or four months ago
an old prospector arrived at Carnarvon. He
had been out snalwooding and was in a
hied state of health. He told us that in the
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Kennedy Rlanges he had found a reef, and
he asked for three month's sustenance, in
order to test the find. I tried to get the sus-
tenance for him. He waited at the Gascoyne
Junction but the sustenance could not be
ob-tained. Meanwhile the poor old man fell
ill. The reef hie spoke of may be there, andi
for the sake of three months' grubstakes
we mnight have given him a chance to prove
his words. I have known many other in-
stances. I remember reading a letter in this
H-ouse some years ago from a wool broker
ati Hoine, who sent one of the pastoralists,
whose station touches the K-ennedy Range-,
a few pieces, of stone that had been foun-i
with other pieces embedded in the fleeees
sent for sale. Several of those pieces of
stone showed gold plainly. There must be
gold for that sort of thing to happen. We
-,hould do oui utmost, especially at the pre-
sent time, to find new gold mines. Hundreds
of thousands of pounds have been spent on
building up the wool industry, but unfor-
Innately the price of wool is down and wool.
growers are in distress. Let us remember,
too, what has happened to the wheat indus-
try. For gold, however, there is always a
market. The only fluctuations that take place,
as the members for Hannana said, are in in
upwvard way. t agree with him that onL
lucky prospector would mean more to West-
emn Australia than would nil the group
settlements put together, that is, for the im-
mnediate present. T fully believe that the
group settlements will prove to be of great
heneit to the State, hut we wvant somethingt
immediately, and we should do all we can t
produce more gold. As the membz
for Kagoorlia said, it is hard to
get away from the railways or from the
beaten track. I remind the Government
that there are thousands of camels in the
North-West to be purchased for almost no-
thing. T have heard of splendid camels that
at one time cost £60 now being purchased
for £5. Suppose the Government, in addi-
tion to giving grubstakes, arranged for par-
ties of three or four able-bodied young me-i
to go out with an experienced prospector to
lezad them, and gave each party a couple of
enmels, when the rains commence and the
weather is cooler, the State could be honey-
('embed in the search for more gold. I have
(.very faith in this State. In my district 'we
have a field called Bangemell. I am afraid
the name has been responsible for its back-
wardness, hut there is any amount of stone

that. it would pay to crush it we could only
aY uaitery. aost of the upper Gascoynu

country is auiiferous country, which I iet4
certain would pay to prospect. Wvith the
members who have spoken, I hope that the
G overnment will see their way clear to make
more money available to legitimate pros-
pecting parties led by experienced men.
T7hey could make it a conditin that thi
younger men at present on the dole went out
with experienced men, and then the expense
to the Government would not be very great.
Many of the tine young ladis now out of
work could he taken into the auriferoub
country where they might be able to do sonic
good for themselves and for the State.

MR. RAPHAEL (Victoria Park) [7.503:
It has been said that fools dash in where
angels fear to tread. That is applicable to
meamhers of the Government. The Minister
for Railways is no doubt backing up the-
Premier in his irrigation scheme in the
Harvey area. I imagined that when the
Loan Eatmates were introduced the Premier
would have indicated that be had had enougii
of his different schemes, such as group set-
t-lemnt, and would have been satisfied with
the losses already incurred, and would have
been prepared to utilise some of the money
mnade available by the Federal Goyernment
to start necessary works in the metropolitan
area. It should not ho necessary to men-
tion again that the Country Party members
seemn to put it over the Nationalist members
every time. Still, we can only admire the
cotuntry representatives for their astute-
ness. The Minister for Railways has told
us on iseveral occasions that when the State
returns to prosperity-and judging by the
markets for our produce we are rapidly re-
turning to tlhat state--the electricity supply
will not be sufficient to meet the demnand
from industries. The Minister knows the
position, and yet he has made no attempt
to justify the inadequate provision on the
Estimates. No substantial provision is made
on the Estimates to ensure that the nees-
sary current wil be available to carry on
industry. Another matter on which the
Minister might have touched was the toll of
traffic being taken by the taxis. The Gov-
ernment have been content to sit back and
allow the taxis to take control of the whole
of the traffic. The Government's attitude
appears to be that if the taxis like to ran,
the Government are prepared to refrain
from ruinninz the trais. Then they go fur-
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ther and reduce the size of trains and also
cut out a nuuiber of trains, not bothering
about the p~eole', money invested in those
facilities.

The Minister for Works: Where did vou
get that story!

Mr. RAPHAEL: It is no story to those
who are able to think clearly. The Gov-
ernment have lost money in every direction.
It would have been more to their credit had
they reduced railway and tramway fares
and offered genuine opposition to the dif-
ferent combines that are operating against
the State facilities. The other day I read
that the Aberdeen 'Municipal Council's
tramway system was suffering loss owing
to the competition of buses. It took a con-
siderable timne for themL to realise that there
was only one way to meet the competition,
and that wvas by substantially reducing the
fares charged on the tramns. A substantial
reduction was made, andi within a brief
period the tramiways had defeated the buses
and were able to show a profit. If tile Gov-
ernment had reduced rail anti tram fares,
they would have obviated the necessity for
discharging nany employees who have given
good service to the State. I think I have
previously mentioned in this Chamber that
on the occasion of a carnival at the
W.A.C.A. ground, only thr-ee tramns were
provided to car-r- away 400 or 500 people,
though taxis were present in strong force.
When the Minister allows his officers to sit
down and be guilty of that sort of thing,
it is time an investigation was made.I
hope the 3Minister will allow a few of mv
r-emarks to sink into his mind, though I am
afraid they will take some driving in. At
least he should make some attempt to com-
bat the competition of the taxis. If the
Minister had done his work as I expected
him to do it, he would hare made an at-
tempt to retni,, the traffic between Fre-
mantle and Perth. Tn Victoria Park the
motor menace is not so pronounced, but the
buses are crowded and the tramns are run
half full. The 'Minister has plenty of roll-
ing stock, and if lie employed more men to
run it, I am sure the Government would
show a profit instead of a lossq on tho-k'
facilities. A matter on which T expected the
support of the miember- for- Canning ('Mr.
Wells) was my advocacy of a new cause-
way, but there is no amount on the Esti-
mates for the work. We hare been told
that this is a time for undertaking none but
reproductive work-. Tf the worlzz at Peel

E~tate and[ elsewhere have been reproduc-
Live, I think expenditure on a new cause-
war would have been far more justified,
because that work would probably have re-
sulted in the saving of human life. I do
not isay' that the Hurvey' scheme wvill prov-
a failutre, lbnt I do n ot th ink it will be ai

.Al-. MeLartv: lDo vou know anything
about it?

Mr-. RAPHAEL: I am miot ain en-
gineer, but I know what rotten schemes
the Government have put in hand in the
past, and we can only look for additional
failures from them. Hardly one scheme has
been successful. Why should we be so
short of land in this State? The Govern-
nient must consider themselves somewhat
ill tile role of land liberators. They arc-
liberating land from the water, although
there are millions of acres of land that
could be made available without the need
for reclamation work.

The Minister for Lands: D)o you want
two acres ?

Mr. RAPHAEL: It might be to the bene-
fit of the country if the Minister took, at
block 6 feet by v . feet. I am well aware
of the mistakes made by the Minister in
the departments of Lands and Health. T
hope the Government will make some at-
tempt to provide a new causeway. It is
the most important artery leading to the
city. The Minister for L~ands passes over
it every day, but hie ut'sually has his eyeq
closed, prohahly to avoid seeing any aei-
dent. Whien the Labour Party left office
the City Council wvere providing £rS50 a
year for the reclamation of land in conniec-
tion with the new causqewayv, and T ex-
peeted the (loverament to utilise that
money, in conjunction with money provided
by themselves towards the great scheme
laid down by' the ex-Engineer-in-Chief and
fostered by the ex-Minister for Works. I
do not sa 'y it wtag within the power of the
Government to undertake the whole of the
work, but T did hope that they would start
the construction of a new causeway-

MR. PATRICK (Oreenough) f8.01:
Like the member for Geraldton, T am
pleased the G4overnmnent have found suffi-
cient funds with which to carry on the
Geraldton harbour works. No work in this
State is more justified than this one. T
regret it is not possible to find money for
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the development of the country north ot'
Geraldton by means of a railway. If the
harbour is to be made to pay, the country
at the back of it must be opened up. With-
in 100 miles of Oeraldton theme is the
finest land in this State awaiting railway
communication. I refer to the land north
of Yana and cast of Yuna and to the re-
purchased estates of Mendels and W on-
goondy. Had not the Midland Railway
Company been A private concern, no doubit
the railway fromj Mingenew to 3iullewa.
would have been built years ago. When
the country north of Yana was firt
brought under the notice of the Govern-
ment, it was condemned by the present
Director of Agiriculture. He said the rain-
fall was not a real winter rainfall, and
that the country was not suitable for wheat
growing. Fortunately we had public
spirited nmcn in Geraldton who formed the
Wandalong Syndicate. These people went
out 30 miles to develop a large area of
country and improve it, and have now
taken an interest in the country further
north, that to which the member for
Geraldton referred. They carried out
thorough experiments this year. The Go-
vernment set aside 100 acres of cleared
land well netted in with a rabbit-proof
fence. Half of it was fallowed, and the
other half was divided into plots and sewn
with two or three varieties of wheat. There
were nine acres of experimental plots
divided into half-acre lots, with check plots
of Gluyas Early. The results were as fol-
lows :-Nabawa yielded 13 bushels 12 lbs.
to the acre; Glnyas Early, 20 bushels 8 lbs.;
Bencubbin, 20 bushels IS lbs.: S.H.J.. 17
bushels 26 lbs.; Olnyas Early, 19 bushels
.32 lbs.; Merredin, 20 bushels 54 lbs.;
Geeralying, 18 bushels 18 lbs.; Gluyas
Early 18 bushels 12 lbs.; Noongaar, 18
bushels 12 lbs.; Nabawah, 16 bushels
40 lbs.; Gluyas Eanrly, 18 bushels .36 lbs.;
Bencubbin, 19 bushels 20 lbs.; S.H.J., 17
bushels 44 lbs.; Manyas Early, 18 bushels 36
lbs.; Mlerredin, 19 bushels 16 lbs.; Geeraly-
ing, 18 bushels 12 lbs.; Gluyas Early, 17
bushels 50 lbs.; Noongaar, 19 bushels 56 lbs.
The average over the whole of the half-acre
experimental plots was 18 bushels 28 lbs.
There was also a bulk crop of Noongaar on
7% acres, which gave an average yield of
18 bushels 20 lbs., and a bulk crop of 'Me-
redin on 26 acres which gave an average
of 20 bushels to the acre. The whole of the

area averaged 19 bushels 20 lbs. The rain-
fall on the plots was 4.89 inches prior to
seeding, and 4.99 inches after seeding. This
could not have been called a wet year. The
crop was seeded on the 17th, 18th, and 19th
May with 45 lbs. of wheat to the acre and
90 lbs. of super. It was harvested on the
28th, 29th, 30th, and 3sat October. This
was probably where the Director of Agri-
culture was deceived in that this district is
so much earlier than it is in any other part
of tbe State. The land is of a very light
nature, and retains the moisture well. There
is also a belt of country east of Yuna which
deserves railway communication. The beauty
of it is that the whole of it is situated within
100 miles of the port. I do not think there
is any other belt of country in the State
which can so easily be served by a port if
given railway communication. The country
closer to Geraldton is eminently suitable for
fat lamb raising and the development of
dairying. There is a large area of light land
suitable for lupin cultivation. On my own
property I have proved that much of the
land is suitable for early subterranean
clover. A goad many years ago a Russian
Pole came to Northampton, and took up a
block on the repurchased estate there with
the intention of growing tobacco. He put in
some very successful plots. His idea was
not only to grow the product but to manu-
facture tobacco. When he found he had to
put up a bond to the Commonwealth Cus-
toms of £10,000 before he could embark on
the manufacture of tobacco, he threw up the
whole thing and went to Sydney. I believe

hisnwin a fairly large way, manufactur-
ing tobacco there.

The Minister for Railways: He would
have to find the same security there.

Mr'. PATRICK: Evidently he formed a
company, and thus found the security. To-
bacco is a similar class of plant to the to-
mato. In the Geraldton country, which is
absolutely free from frost during the winter
there is no doubt tobacco can be grown as a
winter crop, whereas in other parts of the
State it has to be grown as a summer crop.
The climate is so mild that the plants de-
velop in the winter whereas the summer is
required in other parts before they will de-
velop. I regret that loan funds are so
limited in extent that the development of
the fine tracts of country to which I have
referred will have to be retarded. I hope
it will be possible to develop this country
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in the near future in the interests of the
State.

MR. SAMPSON (Swan) (8.71; 1 regret
wore money is not available for a number
of necessary works. I refer particularly to
the need for the extension of the electricity
supply. There is particular need for this
in all producing districts in the outer subur-
ban areas. The need has been great in the
Mundaring district for many years. Both
the present and the previous M1inister for
Railways have given their attention to this
matter, but unfortunately neither was able
to do what was required, owing to lack of
funds. The member for O-eraldton when
Minister for Railways received a big depu-
tation at Mundaring, and I know he used
his utmost endeavouni to secure an exten-
sion of the service to that centre. The same
can be said of the present Mvinister for Rail-
ways. To-day private enterprise has come
into the field, although I realise that this is
not altogether in the best interests of all
concerned. I know it is cheaper to generate
current in big quantities than to do so with
a number of small plants. It was, however,
felt there was no hope for thi centre unless
private enterprise stepped into the breach.
It is gratifying to know that in the installa-
tion of this service the same phase of cur-
rent has been adopted as is adopted at the
Government power station. If at a later
stage the Government are ahle to take over
the scheme this can be done without going
over all the work again. Everything that is
used is of standard type and there would be
no loss incurred in taking over the service.
Since the Government were guaranteed
against any loss consequent upon the ex-
tension of the service, it is to he regretted
that the extension was not made. In South
Australia current is delivered over a distance
of 120 miles. It is economically unsound
to have a number of small units operating
within a few miles of each other. There is
a separate unit at Northam, another at York
and another at Toodyay and so on. Units
are established in many areas at a distance
not greater than 120 miles from the main
generating station in Perth. I feel very
keenly upon the matter. Whilst there has
been plenty of current for the metropolitan
area no provision has been made for prim-
iri- producers; in the outer suburban dis-
tricts. Reference ha-s been made to the iut-

portance of egg production and to the great
market that awaits exporters of eggs from
this State. That is true, but without elec-
tric; current it is impossible to irrigate at the
time of year when green stuff is so badly
needed. If power were provided water
could be pumped to the crops at the critical
timeI which would make a tremendous dif-
ference to the poultry raisers. I should like
to thank the ex-Minister and the present
Minister for the efforts they have put forth.
It was owing to lack of funds that neither
could achieve success. I also wish to refer
to the Parkerville water supply. The ex-
Minister for Water Supplies did his utmost
to provide this supply but he failed. I
know he was very keen on the matter, but
unfortunately the great need of the whbeat
districts for the time being prevented the
reticulation. of water to that growing cen-
tre. I hope it will yet be possible to earry
out this work, for it would make a tremen-
dons difference to that part of the country.
The township of Parkerville is well served
by a railway, and if water flare provided
there would he a great influx of population.
The cost would not be very much. Thie late
Mr. George approved of the work on one
occasion, but difficulties arose and the pipes
were never laid. Parkerville is at a lower
level than Mount Helena, which is connected
with the Mfundaring water scheme, and the
water would be provided by gravitation.
I hope it 'will be possible to give considera-
tion to this matter. Whilst the electric light,
power and heat difficulty at 'Mundaring has
been solved, there are many centres to which
the extension of cables should be made. I
hope serious consideration wiUl be given to
this by the Government. It is not economi-
cally sound to have a big scheme like the
Goverunment power station operating when
those wvho need it most are served least by
it. I again urge that consideration he given
to these outer suburban areas and thereby
make it possible for a living to be secured
where at presvinL it is exceedingly difficult.

HON. W. D. JOHNSON (Guildford-
Midfland) fS.l6i : I have nothing to say re-
foriling the Loan Estimates themselves. I
eonrur in much that fias been said alread..
On the other hand, I submit it would be an
extraordinar *y procedure and quite a new
departure, were the Estimate.s to be passed
vwithout the Mitti-ter lor Works, who will

5258



[17 Novaxmb, 1931.) 23

largely administer the funds voted, giving-
us some detailed information. The Esti-
mates have been introduced in a casual way
by the Treneurer. and I can understand that
his knowledge of the details must be slight.
Surely the Minister for Works, who is in
el'arge of the activities covered, particularly
those that were stresed by the Leader of th~e
Opposition as requiring especial care, should
give the Committee some detailed informa-
tion regarding what the Government have
dlone by way of investigation before we
agree to the lump-sum votes. I can under-
Etond the Government getting their Eail-
mates through on the lump-sum basis.

The Minister for Lands: What (lid you
dto when von were in office?

Hon. WV. D. JOHNSO'N: Never in the
history of this Chamber has the Mfinister
.for Works of the day fadled to speak on the
Loan Estimates and give detailed informai-
tion regarding the works contemplated.

The M1inister for Lands: I remember
your doing it!

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: The Mkinister
for Works should be prepared to give us
information as to what investigations have
been carried out. Particularly would I like
fo) have some information regarding the irri-
gation and drainage works' that are to be
undertaken. MuIch activity is going on to-
day in anticipation of the Estimates being~
agreed to. 'While those works are being
proceeded with and others are contemplated,
wve have had no detailed information at all.
I would like some reply by the M.inister
i'egflrding what was dlone by -way of investi-
Ention before the Estimates were arrived at.
what estimates have been framed regarding
the works to be undertaken, and other de-
tails. So far, we have no idea whether
proper investigations have been made,' esti-
mates prepared of the work to be under-
taken, and 'whether the various propositions
hiave been inquired into carefully by the
.dflcers of the Public Works Department
and the Water Supply and Sewerage De-
partmnent.

MR. NORTH (Claremont) [8.181: Be-
tore the Mlinister replies, I would like to ask
him whether he is in a position to say what
is, to be done regarding the Westana tram-
WaY route. Does he intend to operate that
portion of the tramways, or does he intend
to accept the offer of the bus company to

provide a service on receipt of a bonus?
The' people in that part of the metropolitan
area are anxiously awaiting the Minister's
orolnouneement.

MR. HEGNEY (M1iddle Swan) [8.19]:-
I wish to bring under the notice of the Min-
ister the possibilities of tobacco-growing in
this State. About a mile at the back of
IBay.,water tobacco is being grown, and on
Sunday afternoon last I had an opportunity
of inspecting a three-acre plot. Excellenit
tobacco leaf im being produced. The settlers
have to contend with the difficulties arising
from the low-lying nature of the round.
nrairage is essential there. At present we
import large quantities of tobacco leaf,
tobacco and cigars from overseas and from
the Eastern States. If we could successfully
cultivate the tobacco plant in Western Aus-
tralia, we would do much to stimulate a new
industry within oar borders. A visit to the
Bayswater tobacco farm. will repay M3in-
isters and members generally. The planti
haive been in the soil for three weeks only.
and it is surprising to note the height to
which they have grown. Additional areas
Vonld be brought under cultivation if the
dIrainage dithiculty were ;'xereome. There is
no outlet for the water. It is lying along-
side the road, and it is too big a problema
for the road board to contend with. I men-
tion the matter to the Mfinister so that pos-
~.ibly he may take some action in the im-
mediate future. Perhaps he will see that an
engineer reports on the drainage possibili-
ties because, if something were done, it.
would go far towards promoting closer
setItlement on smaller allotments within close
proximity to the market. If the tobacco in-
clistrv could be established on a good basis,
the effect would be seen in diminished im-
ports from overseas and from the Eastern
States;. In addition, there arc great possi-
bilities ahead of the production of almonds
and peanuts. I understand that one member
of this Chamber represents a peanut farm,
and perhaps I am one of the latest to advo-
cate production along those lines. In addi-
lion, dairying, market gardening and pig-
genies could be established successfully on
.- nall holdings in the area I refer to. The
paramount difficulty is associated with the
drainage problem, and I trust the M1inister
will be able to take -what action is required
in the interests of closer settlement there.
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THE MINSTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
J. Lindsay-M1ount Marshahl) 18.24W I
was hopeful that members would allow the
Estimates to go through and then deal
with the various matters on the Items. 1iS
the member for Uuildford-Midland (lion.
W. D. Johnson) has drawn specific atten-
tion to the point, I will do my best to give
the information sought. The provision on
the Estimates for harbour works relates to
Fremantle and Geraldton only. Regarding
the Freantle harbour, one of the first
problems I was confronted with arose out
of a report from the Chief Engineer re-
garding thle dangerous condition of the
North Wharf. It is costing £11,000 a year
for maintenance? and money has been made
available on the Loan Estimates, in addi-
tion to the £11,000, to provide pernmanent
improvements at the North Wharf. At the
rate we are progressing it will. take many
years before the work is completed. The
estimate for the alterations and improve-
ments is £300,000. Money is also made
available for the Geraldton harbour, and T
agree with the remarks of the member for
Geraldton. (Ron. J. C. Willock). He
knows that I am enthusiastic about the
harbour Scheme. rnfortunatetv we have so
much to do, and so little money with whicli
to do the work ! Money has to be made
available to complete the Geraldton ha-ir
bonr, for it is of little use in its prescent
condition. When the harbour is completed
it will be provided with three berths hav-
ing a depth of 30 feet of water. At pre-
sent two berths are available, with 25 feet
of water. Money is being provided to coma-
plete the third berth, and dredging Will
be carried ont to a depth of at least miorn
than 25 feet. Several members have re-
ferred to the Goldfields Water Supply and
have indicated that insulfficient money hais
been made available on the Loan Estimates
for the scheme. Again I draw their atten-
tion to the fact that there is so much to
be done and so little money available. Last
year 1,376,000,000 gallons of water were
pumped from MIundaring reservoir, of
which 773,000,000 gallons, were sold. In
transit 603,00G0,000 gallons disappeared.
That is a vrvy serious matter. 'Most of
the water must have disappeared through
leaks in the mains . It is estimated that by
spending £50,000 on repairs, replacements,
reconditioning old pipes and replneinw
them, -we will ;qvp .7,4000 a year in limp-

ing Ihre~ t is also estimated that an
expenditure of £:5,000 on repairs to branch
mains will mean a saving of £1,260 a year
in Pumping charges and maintenance. It
will be seen, therefore, that the money 1
have indicated will be well spent. There is
also a sum of, I think, £18,000 provided
f or excavating soil and lifting man
and replacing them on bolsters, where
they are situated in saty country,
the effects of which are detrimental to the
life of the mains. A certa proportior,
of the loan funds is ear-marked to deal
with sewerage and storm-water drainge in
the metropolitan area. Members know that
certain wvorks are in progress to-day.
These works include area 38/40 North
Perth, area 17 East Fremantle, area 41
North Perth, area 18 East Fremantle, nrea
18 Nedlands, area 19 Wembley, and so on..
The Leader of the Opposition and others
referred to the -erection of the pumping
plant on the Crawley foreshore. I said
then, and I repeat now, that I have given
instructions that the erection or the sower.
age pumping station there is not to be pro.
ceeded with. If the sewerage work in that
part of the metropolitan area is to 'be
gone on with in future, it can only be with
the construction of the pumping Station at
that site. It will be recognised that Area
No. 18 Nedlands applies to two districts.
There is Nedlands on the river aide of the
Perth-Fremantle road, and Hollywood and
Crawley on the other side. It is necessary
in connection with the sewerage system
that the drainage shall be to the lowest
point, and it has to be re-pumped from the
lowest point in order to make the ocean
outfall. As the provision of the pumping
station on the (Crawley foresh ore has been
stopped, it means that the Rewering- of'
Hollywood and (Crawley cannot be oro-
ceeded with. Money has been provided for
water supply works and the completion
of the K~ing's. Park bore, for clearing- the
Canning reservoir basin extension, and for
improvements generally. Hon. members
will observe that I have placed certain
maps on the %&all for their information
regarding the irrigation and drainage pro-
posals. I have 'been asked: Why irrizate
in country !ike the wet South-West 1 We
mrnit reaie that in Western Australia we
hav-e a climate where the conditions for six
monthis arv very wet and for six months
s-err dry. In the South-West we have too
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much water during six uiouthis and too
little during the remainder of the year. In
order to get the best results front producl-
tion there we must drain during the wet
months and irrigate during the dry. One
of our difficulties in connection with
the dairying industry is to produce butter
in the summer months. We cannot do that
under present eonditions, without irrigation.
There are certain difficulties in connection
wtili many of the irrigation schemes And
one of ours is that the settlers have not lied
the same experience as settlers bare had in
other countries. The only place where irri-
gation has so far been carried out is at Har-
vey, and the experiments there were origin-
ally carried out to assist the citrus industry.
It has been within the last three or four
years only that settlers have found out how
to use the water for irrigation purposes-
The result has been astounding, in this way,
that in proposing to extend the Harvey irri-
gation area we have found that 95 per cent.
of the settlers have signed the petition for
the extension, whilst no one signed against
it. True there has been certain opposition
in some of the districts, but we have found,
generally speaking, that the opposition has
come from the big landlords, the men who
do not want to alter their methods, hut want
to carry on as they are doing to-day. The
settlers themselves. will encounter many dif-
ficulties before they are properly educated
to the methods of irrigating. We have no".
had the experience at Harvey, and I hope
that the Agriculture] Department wvill be
able to give advice to those who require it.
There has been started in that district a
condensed milk factory and for the month
of October-the factory itself has been in
existence for only a few months-there were
sent away 31 tons of condensed milk. It
was of first quality. I inspected the factory
and found that it was working two shifts to
cope with the orders that it had received,
and even then was unable to complete them.
I wish to show what irrigation, means as far
as the Harvey area is concerned. I have
have certain figures that were compiled by
the Harvey Road Roard early this year.
They give the number of settlers and the
production. The figures are educational and
in the course of time we can say that many
thousands of acres will he in the process of
development. There are areas around Bure-
kup, Waroona and Brunswick that contain

land that is just as good as thet at Harvey,
land that is flt for irrigation. Along the
banks5 of the Harvey there is alluvial soil
which requires a tremendous. amount of
water, but in Harvey itself there is clay
soil, end from the conversations I have had
with settlers, I am satisfied that the clay
areas are much better for thle growing of
pastures than is the alluvial soil. Let me
quote the progress that has been made at
I%7orijekup. There are 22 settlers there
holding an area of 1,334 acres, an average
of 60 acres per settler. There are 527 areas
irrigated. The estimated capital value of
the holdings per acre is £C22. At Korijekup
East there are five settlers with .150 acres,
an average of 30 acres per settler. The
whole of the 150 acres have been irrigated
and the estimated capital value of the lend
is £e6,000. In Korijekup itself there are 103
settlers wvho hold 2,547 acres, an average of
25 acres per settler. Those settlers have the
total area irrigated and the estimated minue
of the holdings is £C30 per acre. Yet just
outside that area we find five settlers occu-
pying 1,050 acres, the average capital value
of which is £10 per acre. These figures show
clearly that by irrigation there -will be four
times the number of people settled than is
the ease to-day. The figures also show that
since irrigation has been carried on at Har-
vey the value of the land has increased
from £20 to £4 per acre, while just out-
side that area the land is being sold at from
£2 to £6 per acre. The people outside the
irrigated area arc so keen on having water
provided that when the proposal was put
up to them they practicall1y unanimously
agreed to accept it. The present scheme at
Harvey cost £31,388. It is in operation
now. The extension of it will cost £181,000.
IN addition, it will cost £27,000 to carry out
drainage in that area. In all these schemes
the settlers are not going to pay the full
capital cost, interest sinking fund and
maintenance. Portion of it will be borne
by the State. The member for Kalgoorlie
the other evening mentioned that we had
not carried out the law. I can as-
sure the hon. member we have done so.
Under the Tr-rigation Act the Government
niust. produce plans and specifications
which are to be made available at certain
places in the district, end the fact must
be publi sh ed i n the "G6overnmen t laze! te.'
Then, if a mnajority of the settlers petition
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against the s cheme it cannot he proceedled.
wi'th. There has been n little trouble2 in
the Breunswick area, where certain of the
bigger landlords have objected to the
scheme and petitioned against it. Since
then, however, other action has been taken'
and a majority of themn have signed a peti-
ior in fuvonui of the scheme. Those have

now put their shoulder to the wheel in the
hope of making- the best use of the scheme.
This letter will give an idea of the feeling
in the district at the present time. It is
addessed to the Mfinister for Works and
i-; dated the 1st November last-

At a meeting of the Brunswick Farmners'
Association held during the past week a motion
was passed, "That we express our apprecia-
tion to the Minister for Public Works for de-
ciding to go on with the Collie irrigation and
drainage works, and that we also express our
thanks to the Minister for the loan of officers
to explain the scheme to the settlers and for
the courteous and tactful way in which the
officers have carried out their duties.'' As
president of the association I have been re-
quested to convey this resolution to you.

This lettor is signed by the president of
the Brunswick Farmers' Association. Hon.
members will thus see that the opposition
has been withdrawn, and I am satisfied
that the scttlers there now will do their
utmost to make the scheme a success. Tni
all these irrigation schemes it naturally
follows that every acre cannot be irrignted.
There are certain parts that contain too
much clay, but -we are only providing to
irrigate one acre in every three. We have
also to provide drainage for the whole of
the area. The reason is that the rainfall
at Harvey has averaged over a period of
34 years 40.31 inches. Hon. members
might say, "Why irrigate -when there is
such a rainfall ?I" But in six months the
rainfall was 35.18, and in the other six
months the records showed 5.18 inches. It
will thus he seen that we get too much
rain in the winter and too little in the sumi-
mer. It has been said that our climate is
most peculiar, and I have taken sonic of
the Gippsland figures for the purpose of
comparison. In Maifra the fall was 11.87
inches in the six wet months, and 11.61
inches in the supposed six dry months, I
have an extraet from the annual report of
the Victorian State Rivers and Water Sup-
ply Comniit-ion for the year 1929210 re-

garding the Maifra-Sale irrigation district.
It says-

The area of lands under irrigated culture in
these districts has increased from 9,000 acres
in the 1928-29 season to 14,151 acres in 1929-
30, and this rate of progress i4 expected to
co]ntinue. The development on closer set-
tlement estates in the districts has greatly in-
creased and many holdings should reach their
full capacity in the coming year. MNany in-
quiries are being received f or irrigated hold-
ings now that the benefit of irrigation has been
so substantially proved. Surreys are being
carried out in the Maifra-Sale district in com*-
pliance with strong requests for the inclusion
of additional lands in the irrigation areas.

It is rather remarkable how the unimproved
capital value of land under irrigation has
increased in Victoria. At Bactins Marsh
the capital value per acre is £44; at Maftra
it is £:28. Hon. members will see that the
capital value of irrigated land there is
very high. Let us compare our costs wvithi
those of Victoria. Take the Collie scheme,
for instance. This is the basis of cam-
parisol-a holding comprising- 60 acres,
thie ratec with one free watering-20 acresi
at 10s. per acre-would amonut to t1b, and
two additional wateriags would be 2s. 6d.
encli , the total thus being £15. Next take
a1 holding (if 100 aures-33 acres at 10s.
would eonie to £C16 10s., and with an extra
two water-ings for 20 -acres an additional
£5, or £21 10s. At Bacchus Marsh 60 acres
at £45 an acre give a capital value of
£2, 7 00. The charges there amount to £E40
10s, per annum. At MaiTnfra 60 acres at
29 give a capital valuec of £1,740. The
charges there are £19 7s. Thus we can
compare £40 10s, at Bacchiis 'Marsh and
£19 7s. at MuNlffin with £15, the charges in
connection with the proposed Collie
scee If we take the Victorian irriga&-
tion schemes, of the same acreage as outrs,
we find that the charges at Bacchus Marsh
total £67 INs., at Mfaifra £.02 5s.. and at
Collie £2 10s.
Mr , Angelo: For the same quantity of

water?0
The 3l ISTER FOR WORKS: Yes.

Under our scheme it is proposed to water
one-third of the area only. The Collie
scheme will take three years to complete.
That is, it will take three years to com-
plete the work, and for three years after
that no matter how hig a man's holding,
he will be rated on only 33 acres. Subse-
qnentlv he will he rated on only one-third
of' his holding. It is expected that then
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the land will be subdivided into small hold-
ings. To me it seems that 50 or 60 acres
under irrigation is quite as much as any
man requires. The other item on the plan
shows the Harvey cut. Investigations have
been made by the Public Works Depart-
mieat into this matter for the last 20 years.
The department constantly receives re-
quests for irrigation and drainage schemnes
in the South-West, particularly drainage.
Every South-West conference for the last
20' years has requested drainage and ji-
gation works. it is impossible to drain
that portion of thv South-West adequately
without the Harvey cut. I have a long
report on the subject from the tcngineer
in charge. The Harvey River, as it crosses
the railway !ine, gradually fills up; and in
flood time the water spreads over a hue
area of land. That applies also to the
irrigation channels from Waroona and
H~amel right uip to the coast. There is no
outlet from 'Mandurah to Runbury. The
idea of the Harvey cut is to collect the
waters on the low-Jiin ground and divert
them into the sea about 13 miles from
Harvey.

Hon., W. 0), Iohn.-on: Ts there a natural
fall into the sea?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes;, T
understand so. The drainage schemes men-
tioned to-nirht have all been schemes along
the coast, in connection with which there
has not been sufficient fall. That error
is not being -repeated. On all the plans L
have seen, the fall is suffcient. The water
is picked up a good distance from the s~.
The Harvey cut is 12 or 13 miles away, and
the water wvill readily drain into the sea.
The idea is to open up a new estuary be-
tween Harvey and Mandurab, whic will
drain 123,000 acres. By this scheme, and
other, small drainage schemes, it is ex-
pected that that area of land will be put
to more profitable use. The engineer's re-
port shows that he has t 'horoughly investi-
gated the work, and I am perfectly seti-
fled that the result will be what is ex-
pected. The Harvey cut is to cost £220,000,
eqjual to £2 per acre for the drainage of the
ares; hut it is not a drainage scheme in the
strict sense of the word. Certain other
drains will hare to be put through that area,
and for those additional drains the s;ettlers
will prohably he asked to pay. The Harvey
rut, however, is looked upon as a national
work: and the settler will not be asked to

pay for it. So far the work on it has been
done by single men; 1,100 were camaped on
the job at the time of the last report. Al-
though ic was expected that men who had
not worked for 4 considerable time would
not give the very best value when taking on
.,nh labour as this, the engineer in charge
has convinced himself, and Convinced ma,
that as the men harden up they do a fair
day's~ work, and that the cost will not be
more that it would be in ordinary times.
The scheme is being utilised for the purpose
of picking up single men. I have been
r.ritieised here regarding the cost of work
dune at Harvey and Waroonta. According
to thte report of the engineer, the estimate
for thle Harvey work was 4s. 6d. per yard,
and the actual cost of the job completed is
3s. 7d. per yard. That work was done by
married men on part tine. The Waroonai
e-stimate was 4s. 6d. per yard, and the cost
when completed is estimated at 4s 4d. pr
;..ivd. All the reports I have received from
the engineers regarding the married men
show that they are working well and that the
cn4t will not be much more than would he
the case in normal times.

Vote put and passed.

Votes-Railways and Tramnways, et. .,
£6142,258;. )Harbours andl Rivers, G6100;
Water Supply and Sewerage, &403,616; BDe-
relopment of Goldfields and Mineral Be-
sorres, £20,000;* Development of Agricul-
lure, £747,717; Roads and Bridges, Public
Bufildingp, etc., £l,30O-a greed to.

Resolutions reported and the report
a1dopted.

BILL--LICENSING ACT AMENDMENT
(No. 3).

]Returned from tile Council without
amnendment.

BILL.-LOAN (No. 2) (E2,450,000).

Message.

Mes-,se from the Administrator received
and read, recommending appropriation for
rho, purposes of the Bill.

Standing Orders Suspension.

On motion by the Premier, so rauch of
the Standing Orders were suspended to en-
able the Bill to pass through all its stages
at this sitting.
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Second Reading.
THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir James

'Mitehell--Northam) [8.56J in moving the
second reading said: We have already au-
thorised the expendliture covered by the Bi..
The measure provides the authority under
which the maoney can be raised. The amount
for works is £1,200,000. The balance of
£1,250,000 represents approximately the
amount which the Loan Council have ar-
ranged to provide in order to meet oar esti-
mated deficit for the year. Until now :s
deficit has always been treated as an ad-
vance, and has not been included in the Loan
Bill; hut under the present method of issu-
ing short-term Treasuryblstcoean

revenue deficiency it is necessary that we
should get authority, so that the Federal
Government may issue the bills. It is,
ntaturally, understood by hon. members that
whether the amount to be raised is for works
or to meet a deficit, it must be done through
the Federal Treasurer, and he must have
authority to issue securities on our behalf.
For that reason we now, for the first time,
ask for authority to raise a loan including
not only the amount required for loan works
bra talsa the amount of the estimated deficit.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a. second time.

In Committee.

Mr. Angelo in the Chair; the Premier in
charge of the Bil.

Clau-,es 1 to 5-agreed to.

Schedule:

Mr. SLEEMAN: We have here an item
"Pine planting-purchase of land, forests
regeneration, £50,000." Does that mean that
£50,000 is to be spent on the purchase of
forest counfry-T

The PREMAIER: Oh, no. It does not
mean the purchase of land. It provides for
the planting and regeneration of forEnts.
It sometimes happens that there is a small
piece of land which it is desired to secure,
but no considerable amount of money is
ever spent on the re-purchase of forest land.

Schedule put and passed.

Preamble, Title-agreed to.

Bill reported without ainendmnent, ard tine
report adopted.

Third Reading.

Bill read a third time and transmitted to
the Council.

MOTION-AGRICULTURAL BANK
CLIENTS.

Tfio inquire by Royal Commission.

MR. BARNARD (Su ssex) [9.31]: I move:
That in the opinion of this House a Royal

Commission should be appointed to inquire
iito the disabilities of the Agricultural Bank
clients, particularly group settlers, in the
South-West.

I do not in any way wish to embarass the
Government, nor to reflect unduly on the
Agricultural Bank which is entrusted with
the difficult problem of bringing the group
settlements to a successful issue. But a
great number of the batik's clients, particu-
larly amongst the group settlers, are at pres-
ent unable to pay their bank interest. M~y
desire i-3, if possbile, to find some reasonable
way by which that disability can be overcome
and the settlers enabled to pay their inter-
est. I am not going to say the f ault is en-
tirely with the administration, nor will I
deny that there are settlers who are them-
selves to blame. But not the whole of the
blame rests with the settlers. Some of them
are not in a position to pay, nor unless re-
lief is given will they ever be in a position
to pay. A Royal Commission composed of
men who could analyse the situation and
reveal its strength and its weakness would
be of great value. Generally speaking, the
group settlement schema has been justified.
Six or seven years ago we were producing
practically no butter in Western Australia
and the whole of our requirements were im-
ported from the Eastern States. To-day we
are able to export butter in competition
with the best from the Eastern States. Nor
was ours a specially picked sample, for it
was taken from ordinary stock. It is pre-
ferred in England in competition with the
best butter from the Eastern States and is
sold at 3s. more per cwt. than is paid for
Eastern States butter. And practically all
our butter is being produced in the group
settlemernt area. So, in consequence of the
group settlements, the amount o f money
that in the past was sent to the Eastnirn
States for butter will be saved to us and
we shall be able to produce sufficient for
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our own requirements and to export. No
one can deny that this has been brought
about by the group settlements. So although
they have been roundly condemned, this lat-
es' development proves that the scheme geni-
erally is of great benefit to Western Asa-
tralia. Also I notice in the newspaper that
the cup presented by the P. & 0. Steamship
Company for the best parcel of butter sent
from Western Australia to England was
won by the Busselton factory, with the Bun-
bury factory in second place, and the Man-
jiinup factory in the third place. I feel
sure that members desire that this industry
should be fostered so that it shall provide
,work for numbers of people in a very
healthy occupation, one that will be of profit
to them and to the country generally. We
have had members complaining and moan-
ing about group settlement. I am sure it is
unnecessary for us to keep on bringing up
the past and complaining about money that
has been wasted and mistakes that have been
made. In the evolution of that great scheme
a lot of mistakes have been made, and mil-
lions of pounds have been practically
wasted, some of it through ignorance and
some through stupidity on the part of those
entrusted with the scheme. The money has
been spent in a way that renders it impos-
sible ever to get a return from it, and all
sorts of expenditure has been sanctioned
that would never have entered the mind of
any person spending his own money in de-
veloping the land. We had the spectacle of
contract clearing, originally put forward as
a wonderful idea, but which has done more
than anything else to demoralise thle group
settlers. Implements thoroughly unsuited
to the work were given to the settlers, and
there is to-day and has been for many years
thousands of pounds' worth of machinery
lying idle down there. All that has been
added to the cost of group settlement and
of the method of clearing the big timber
that was being taken out as unnecessary.
As to the method of cultivation, I have seen
incompetent foremen instructing men who
had bad practical experience and who knew
more about it than did the foreman. Then,
when the method proved a failure, the
settlers were blamed. All these things have
added to the cost of group settlement and
to the capitalisation of each location, in
consequence of which prices have been
raised to a point at which it is absurd to ex-
pect men to pay interest and sinking fund.

Then, when it was too late, a board was ap-
pointed to revalue the locations and reduce
them to a reasonable price. At that time
piihably the price arrived at was a reason-
able one, for the price of butter fat was
about is. 9d. a lb., pigs were fetching is.
a lb., and potatoes were worth up to £17 10..
per ton. But now butter fat is down to
Is. 2d., pigs are down to 6d., and potatoes
to about £5 10s. So all the production from
group settlement has been reduced in value,
notwithstanding which the interest on capi-
talisation is expected to be paid. In some
cases it would have been impossible for the
settlers to carry on even if their blocks had
been given to them, for they had no stack,
withont which it was impossible for them tAo
do very much. It is quite impracticable to
build up a dairy herd in a year or two. It
means a few years before one can have an
established herd that -will be profitable. Yet
settlers with eight or ten cows are expected
to pay interest, provide top-dressing for
their farms, and maintain themselves and
their families. Many of the settlers are in
that position. In reply to a deputation
from the ThS.L., the Managing Trustee of
the Agricultural Bank said that after a
settler's holding was built up to the extent
of 15 cows the onus was on the settler to
meet his mortgage obligations. I agree that
is absolutely the least number of cows with
which a man can be expected to pay interest.
Yect mnany of them with only eight or ten
cowsA are expected to meet aUl their obliga-
tions. It is impossible for them to do so.
Settler., often complain about their stock,
nd jus tly so. I have been amongst cattle

all1 my life, and I have heen ashamea of,
some of the cows issued to group settler.
And the prices of those cows have been
exorbitant. For cows worth £4] or £7, the
settlers have been asked to pay anything
fromn L13 to £16. In new districts all sort
of diseases arise amongst the cattle, Fre-
quently the settler will lose one or two cows,
but is still credited with being a 10-cow man
when really he has hut eight. Yet he has to
pay for them and keep struggling on. I
quite agree that a man whose location ha-.
been valued at about £1,000 and is on a 211
to 2.5-cow basis, should he made to pay his
interest; but I claim that it is obvious that
a man whose location is more backward
and who is operating on an 8 or 10-cow
basis cannot be expected to pay. I hope
that if a Royal Commission is appointed
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members of Parliament will not be chosen.
fluring the early stages, of group settlement
a Royal Commission was appointed comn-
prising for the most part members of Par-
liament. The people naturally came to the
eoIJcllliojl that the members of the Commis-

aon were somewhat biassed, because they'
udl came from the wheat areas, no member
from tbe South-West having been appointed
to that body* . No doubt the Royal Commis-
sion thought their job bad been done well
znd they made recommendations that they
considered would have been of great assist-
ance to the Government and the settlers had
they been carried out. But no notice wha
taken of their recommendations. One Of
their findings would have meant the savinug
of a considerable sumn of money because they
recommended that group settlement should
be suspended. Naturally had that recom-
mendation been adopted, no more money
would have been expended. There are many
problems that the Commission could inquire
into with advantage to the group settlers.
They are struggling along and do not know
from day to day whether they will be evicted,
or be allowed to remain on their holdigs.
They are not content to carry out the work
expected of them, because they are afraid
they will be evicted any day. On Saturday
last I was approached by one settler who
had received notice for the second time that
is property was being advertised for sale.
There are numbers of group settlers who
are in the same position. They have not
sufficient stock to permit them to carry on
nor are they in receipt of any work that will
unable them to obtain money with which
to pay their way. They have nothing to de-
penfd upon beyond the earnings from their
8 or 10 vowvs with which to pay their ;vny
mid mnake a livinZ. It is absolutely im-
possible for them to do it. If some-
thing is not (lone to assist them, and
the Agricultural Bank puts the settlers who
are not paying their interest off their hold-
ings, it will mean that the countryside will
be over-run with unemployed settlers, most
of whom have large families. I am satisfied
that a number of the settlers will make good
if they can but get the opportunity. On the
other hand, I agree that there are some
group settlers who will never become dairy
farmers if they are allowed to remain there
for 20 years, and their holdings are given
to them. Those people should not have been
allowed to remain on their blocks. They

should have been put off years ago. But they
arc there, and something will have to b?
done to help them. Only by appointing a
Royal Commission to investigate the whole
position and ascertain what is best to be
done to assist the settlers, shall we over-
come the difficulty. 1 know very well some
people think they should be fostered and
spoon fed all the time they are on their
blocks. I am aware that the Government
are hard pushed to pay the interest on the
money borrowed . Nevertheless it is abso-
lutely impossible for people to pay their in-
terest if they have not the wherewithal.
They were given to understand when placed
on their blocks that they would be in a posi-
tion to make a living for themselves and
their families, and to pay their interest
charges. Until such time as they are in
that position, it is unfair for the Agricul-
tural Bank to evict thenm because they can-
not pay their interest. I hope the motion
will be agreed to.

MR. J. H. SMITH (Nelson) [9.21] : I
support the motion and feel confident that
the House will agree to the appointment of
a Royal Commission to inquire into the dis-
abilities of group settlers. Such a Commis-
sion will be warranted, and I hope no mem-
ber will oppose the motion. The position to-
day is wiore acute and more serious than
most people realise. It makes one's heart
bleed to see the dire distress and almost
starvation that characterises the jives of
some of the settlers in the South-West to-
day. I have not prepared any figures, but
I hope that any member who opposes the
motion will deal with that phase. I have
attended many meetings of settlers lately.
One of the means by which they have been
kept quiet on this subject has been the pro-
misc of the appointment of a Royal Conm-
mission. If such a ('ommisqion is to
be appointed, 1 hope it will be an independ-
ent body comprising practical men. It is
useless to appoint a whitewashing Commis-
sion; what is required is a Commission, the
members of which shall be given power to
act. We must lay down the conditions un-
der which the settlers will have a chance
to pay interest and live.

Hon. P. Collier: What do you mean by
"Power to act"9

'Mr. J. H. SMITH: The trouble is that
Royal Commissions sit, take voluminous
evidence, make recommendations, and then
very little notice is taken of those recom-
mendations. In this instance the position of
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the group settlers is so acute that some
notice will have to be taken of the Commis-
sion's findings.

Ron. P. Coller: Ye;, but, "power to act"'!
What does that mean ~I Will they have auth-
ority to decide financial matters without re-
ference to the Government or to Parlia-
mentl

Mir, J. H. SMITH: Their recommenda-
tions should be referred to Parliament.

Hoa. P. Collier: But you distinctly said
they should have power to act.

M21r. J. H. SITH:I I was wrong in say-
ing that. I shall not trace the history of
the group settlement scheme from the incep-
tion, because hon. members know the posi-
tion. When we brought the people to West-
ern Australia, we boasted that we were
placing on the land people who had not a
shilling in their pockets. We practically
promised them that they were there for
life, that they would have security of
tenure, and that it they worked they would
have a home for themselves and their fami-
lies and a living for the rest of their lives.

Mr. Sleeman: There are a lot of the set-
tlers in the city now.

31r. J. H. SMITH: That is so. It is
more than ten years since the inception now,
and the position has gone on just the same-
I am sorry that the situation to-day is more
chaotic than at any previous stage in the
history of the scheme. Some of the cows
purchased for the group settlers were not
cowvs at all. At a meeting at -Manjimup on
Saturday, I heard something that I consider
worth repeating. 11r. MecLurty had told
the meeting that some settlers, instead of
paying their interest, had bought six-cylin-
der motor ears. One man interjected thac
he had a cow that had three blind teats arid
only one good one. He said: "I do not know
about six-cylinder motor cars, but I have
a one-cylinder cow." That complaint seemedI
to he rather general, because they talked
about the unsuitable cattle that had been
provided for them. What seems to he the
burning problem concerns the evietion
notices. Since the settlers were taken over
by the Agricultural Bank after their holld
ings had been revalued-I believe the valn a-
lion was a fair one-the interest, taking
into consideration their land, their stock
loans and their implement loans, works out
At about £08 per settler per annum. The
Agricultural Bank trustees require their mn-
terest from the settlers they have taken
over, and they have based their charges n

the 10-tow standard. M1any of the sertlerb
have nob reached the 10 cow basis and, as
one having a practical knowledge of the
indusitry, I claim we cannot expect the set-
tlers to pay their interest until they reach
thic 26-cow basis. During the period of
arriilug at the 10-cow basis, the settlers
[have endeavoured to build up their herds,
but many of the dairy cows they have are
merely heifers that will not reach full pro-
dluctivity until their third calving, Parlia-
ment should lay down a policy to govern
the situation. We have millions of pounds
involved in the group settlements and we
should determine just what should consti-
lute a living for a man on the land before
we expect him to pay any interest. At
present the interest represents £8 a month.
That is what the Agricultural Bank require
the settlers to pay out of their creamt
cheques. I have a list of between 40 and
i.O settlers whose average cream cheque
amnoun ted to about £6 a month. Out of that
they are supposed to pay £8 a month as in-
terest! It cannot be done. If a man has
six or eight in his family, -we should allow
him at least £100 for living expenses, to be
taken off his holding. He should receive
that allowance for living, clothing and so
on, and £100 will not be very much. Then
another £50 must be set aside for the pur-
chase of fertilisers, concentrates, calf food
and so on. If we do not make provision
under that heading it will mean that next
year the settler will not be able to feed
10 cows, let alone 20 co-ws. Then we must
allow another £20 for medicine, horse shoe-
in-, and men ding implements. That meant;
that we should allow at least £180 before a
set tger should be expected to pay any in-
terest charges whatever. On the present
10-vow basis a settler is earning from £80
tu £100 off his block. It is useless to talk
a bout side lines. When the original esti-
mates were framed to establish what a
group settler could earn, butter fat was
bring-ing 'from Is. 6d. to is. 9d. per lb.
To-day butter fat is bringing- from is. 11 d.
to Is. 3d. a lb. It was also expected that
pigs would be a profitable side line. Those
are the only two side lines I claim the set-
tlers can go in for in the extreme South-
West. In time they may go in for
fat lambs 'and possibly Angora and
Chinchilla vtbbits. I believe both will
thrive in the group settlement areas.
At present all that the settlers can con-
centrate on and depend u1pon is Cowsq and
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Pigs. Poultry is iuseful only to provide for
the requirements of the home. When group
settlenment was established bacon pigs were
bringing 9d. to lid. pe 1 lb.; to-day
baconers are bringing only 4V d. per lb.
Consequently members will see what a big
drop there has been in prices. The only
sidelines that the settlers can produce are
commodities required in the home. Men on
those holdings should grow 65 to 70 per
tent. of their living requirements. Many
.settlers are not doing that. If the Govern-
ment agreed to a Royal Commission to in
quire into all the disabilities and a stand-
ard were set for the group settlers, I do
not say that eviction notices would not be
necessary. But the people are crying out
for a Royal Commission on account of the
eviction notices. The settlers have been
threatened for months, and that takes the
heart out of the best of settlers. If a man
is not paying his interest in full-and only
40 out of 1,700 are doing so-he receives
an eviction notice, and that spoils his heart
for his work. He says, "What is the use
of continuing? T may be evtcted. I can
only see rocks ahead and no daylight.
What is the good of protecting the bank's,
security when T amn going to be evicted ?"
Amongst the settlers, there is talk of using
force to prevent the bank from carrying
ont their intention of seizing goods, chat-
tels; and stock, belonging to the bank. It is
known that whe±n the police and a fore-
ian went to exercise the bank's authority
two or three months ago, the other settlers
banded around the holding and the authori-
ties were defied. The Government are
aware of that but have taken no notice of
it. The settler concerned is still on his
holding.

Hon. P. Collier: That is a bit of direct
action, is it not 1

'Mr. J. H. SIUTH: Yes, and the settlers~
are threatening to use force. They make
no secret of the fact that they are pre-
pared to resist eviction by torce,

Hon. P. Collier: We cannot have this
Bolshevism here.

Mr. J. IT. SMITU: I am not preaching
Bolshevism. Many men are preaching it,
from political motives, I believe, and we are
wondering where the GTovernmnent stand.
'The settlers say there are not sufficient
police to put the whole of the group settler,.
off their holdings.

Hon. P. Collier: One prominent man in
the Nelson electorate who preached that
was the local organiser of the P.P.A.

'Mr. J. H1. SMITH: I believe there is
some truth in that. However, that is the
tone of the settlers. I have attended seve-
ral meetings of the settlers, and they are
prepared to resist, by force if necessary,
ainy eviction.

Mr. Sleeman: I would not support a Gov-
erment that did that.

Mr. J. HI. SMI1TH: Should not a Royal
Commission be appointed immediately? II
should like to see an inquiry by a
Comumission of practical men outside of
Parliamentarians-men who have been on
the land and who understand the condi-
tions--aud the Government should under-
take to give effect to the Commission's re-
port. Otherwise, if effect is given to the
eviction notices, I am afraid we shall not
have a settler left in the South West.
Either the Glovernment should agree to the
appointment of a Royal Commission or the
Premier should instruct the Managing
Trustee of the Agricultural Bank to allow
£180 for living expenses before collecting
any interest.

The Premier: Some of the settlers have
never tried to do anything.

Mr. J. 1. SMITfl: I quite agree with
that, and some of them will never try to
do anything. Still, I venture the opinion
that 80 or 90 per cent. of the group settlers
are genuine, hard-working men. I should in-
clude the women also, because they work
as well as the men, and wvork many hours
a day. The 80 per cent. are desirous of
staying on their holdings for their own
sake and For the sake of their families.
But how disheartening it is when eviction
notices are issued !It is disheartening for
men to continue when they know the im-
possibility of paying their interest. The
Premier knows, and every member knows,
the class of stock on the group settlements.

The Premier: A lot of it is very good
stock.

.%r. J. Hf. SMI1TH: Yes, but has the Pre-
mier seen a1 lot of the heifers imported
from New South Wales ? After 10 years
of' group s'ettlement the Government are
establishing dairy herds at big expense
against the people in the State 'who are
building up dairy herds.

The Premier: Tt should have been done
years ago.
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Mr. J. H. SMITH: What is the use of
doing this when our own people are build-
ing up herds I Generally speaking, the
stock is of a very inferior quality.

The Premier: Oh, no.
Mr. J. H. SMITH: I reiterate my state-

menit.
The Prenier: It is the best obtainable.
Mr. J. H. SHITH: Perhaps so.
The Premier: Mr. MeLarty told me that

he saw those at Manjinup and they were n
very fine lot of cows.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I saw the cows at the
Maujimup show, hut only the best ware
exhibited. Generally speaking, the cows
are of very inferior quality. Our herds
are going through the process of being
built up.

Hon. P. Collier: Inferiority ra not alto-
gether confined to the stock, either.

Mr. J1. H. SMITHT: I agree. In a few
years time settlers will have a good class of
stock, because of the qualtiy of beasts pro-
vided. Another thing that is breaking the
hearts of scores of good settlers is the
sterility of cattle. There are settlers with 10
or 15 cows who are getting no increase.
The department have tried to combat the
disease, but it still continues.

The Premier: The position in that re-
spect has much improved.

Mr. J1. Ff. SMITH: Yes. In some places
sterility his effected 75 per cent. of the
herd.

The Premier: Oh, no.
Mr. J1. HI. SMITH: At one place it was

75 per cent.
The Premier: The man you have in mind

had only two cows.
Mr. J. H. SIVITH: No, he had 10, I

think. Before the Government can expect
to receive interest, surely, for the sake of
humanity, settlers must be given decent
living accommodation.

The Premier: They have decent houses.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Yes, and a decent
climate, although it is very wet in winter.
I do not know whether they have decent
beds, but they have not decent clothes to
dress in and they have not decent food to
put in their mouths. Go to Northcliffe, one
of the poorest centres, and the teachers will
tell you that in winter time the children are
under-nourished and under-clothed and not
fit to learn their lessons.

The Premier: They are a fine healthy-
looking lot of kids.

31r. Coverley: Is not that the place where
they established a school in a swamp?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Yes. When the peo-
ple at Northcliffe told me they were receiv-
ing ZS a month-the people on the flew
groups-I told them they were particularly
fortunate, because thousands of people in
Australia were receiving much less than that
and did not have a house to live in, The
settlers with 10 cows have had all their eon-
tract work cut out and they are averaging
only £4 or £5 a monthi, and on that families
of eight and ten have to live. To do that
is impossible and some inquiry should be
held. I am desirous of making the settlers
contented and keeping them on their hold-
ings, and to do that a fair unbiassed inquiry
by practical men is necessary in order that
a standard might he laid down. On present
prices, at least 20 cowrs are necessary if a
man is to pay I8 a month interest and live.
He has to produce at least £300 a year from
his farm before he can pay interest and live
decently. That is why I am advocating the
appointment of a Royal Commission. I am
not blaming any Government for the mis-
takes of the past. We have to overlook the
mistakes arid the losses made on group set-
tlemient. I believe that in years to come
settlement wtill prove a blessing to Western
Australia. Already we have been able to
stop the leakage to the Eastern States for
supplies of dairy produce.

Hon. P. Collier: How can those inferior
cows,. be producing butter?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: The Leader of the
Opposition knows that the Cows On the
groups are not up to standard.

Hon. P. Collier: But if they are so in-
ferior, how can they be producing butter?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: If a settler has 50
inferior cows they will produce a certain
quantity of butter, whereas 25 good cows
would produce the same quantity,

Mr. Patrick: What about the pastures.
11r. J. H. SITH: Some pastures are very

good, and I believe the settlers could carry
more stock. It does not take any more pas-
tures to feed a good cow than a bad one;
in fact a good cow needs less. I do not wish
to blame the administration. I do not wish
to blame anybody at this stage. I wish to
wipe out the past and forget the loss. Some
of the present settlers will have to go be-
cause they are misfits. I believe some of
them will never make good. But we should
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put the scheme on a proper basis, weed out
the unfit settlers, put suitable people in
their places, and give them a chance to build
up homes for the future.

Hon. P. Collier: That is what the bank
authorities are aiming at doing now.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: But wvhen the bank
authorities send out eviction notices by the
dozen and by the hundred, the Leader of the
Opposition will agree that they should follow
up their threats by action or not send out
notices at all. It is no use holding this over
the heads of people wvho cannot pay their
interest. I do not blame the bank. Mr.
2lcLarty is one of the fairest-minded men
in the State.

li. P. Collier: Why is ho doing this
unfair thing.

Mri. J. 11. SMITH: lie it, etideavourin.-
to collevt his interest.

non: P. Collier: No, hie is trying to do
the fair thing.

Mr. .1. 1-. SMITH: These settlers are
under the Agricultural Bank, which is en-
deavouring to collect its interest. That is
why 'Mr. .1eLarty is sending out eviction
notices. There are families in the group
settlements where the boys are aged up to
24 and 25 years. These young men have
nothing to do, but are endeavouring to help
their fathers oil the farms. They receive
on the average only £6 or £7 a month. Boy,
and girls are kept on the farms. They can-
not get a day's work, anywhere because the3
are settlers on the land.

Hon. P. Collier: Thousands of families
to-day have to live on £6 or £7 a month.
without having ally land upon which they
can produce half their food supplies, and
where they have a house that is rent-free.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I agree that these
people should grow 65 per cent. of their
requirements, but some are not doing it.
Out of the £6 or £7 a month, they are sup-
posed to pay £8S a month in interest to the
Agricultural Bank, otherwise they are served
with eviction notices. The whole founda-
tion of the scheme is wrong. So munch a
month should be allowed for the living ex-
penses of a. family, and this could be arrived
at by the returns and through the inspec-
tors. An allowance of at least £'50 a year
must be made for fertiliser andi topdlressing
for the following year, otherwvise the land
will not feed a rabbit. No land in the
Siouthi-West will respond without being fer-

rilised. in the -Northcliffe settlement there
is a set of conditions which does not pre-
vail in any other group settlement. Some
settlers there are from 35 to 40 miles from
a railway, have to transport all their fer-
tiliber that distance, and quite 23 per cent.
is added to the cost of marketing their pro-
duce, compared with the cost of other set-
tlemerts. Everything at present is in a
state of chaos. The settlers are all discon-
tented. They do not know whether to go
on or to march to Perth in a body. I heard
a lot of foolish talk down there about the
settlers laying down their tools and bring-
ing their wives and families to Perth as
a protest against their condition. That is
not a protest. I told them I felt confident
that if they approached the Leader of the
Opposition icely he would help them to
gel a Rtoyal Commission appointed. He
has always been ii fair man where justice
is required.

Hon. P. Collier: Oh yes!I You cannot
put that over me.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I told them 1
thought the Premier would not hesitate to
appoint a Royal Commission. When it is
appointed I hope he will select practical
mein, wholi have a knowledge of dairying and
pig-raising in the South-West. I hope, too,
that Parliament will act upon their recoin-
mnendations. The Premier thinks the settlers
.should go in for many more side lines.
Ther cannot do this when they are 200 miles
from their market. They have grown pota-
toes, and all kinds of vegetables, but every-
body else may he doing the same thing.
They have sent hundreds of bags of cab-
bages to Perth and have had only a few
stamps in return.

The Minister for Lands: I understan i
that vegetables are being sent from here
to supply people at .Manjimup.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Why condemn the
.settlement becau~e some people are doing
this?

Hon. P. Collier: Those are the fellows
who tire making all the noise.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: No, the good men
are making the noise also. Only 40 out of
1,780 of the settlers have paid their interest.

The Premier: That is not right.
Mr. -I. H. S'MITH: Mr. Metcarty told

me that was the case two months ago. Some
have paid some interest, and others have
paid none at all. The man who has paid
£2 or £3 a month in interest has been dubbed
ml fool.
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lon. P. Collier: That is the point.
IMi-. .1. HI. SMITH: That is one of

the reasons why I am advocating the
appointment of a Royal Commission. The
settler is considered a fool by the other
fellows, and he considers himself one. I
have told them they must pay as much as
they can, whether it be only £1 or £2 a
month, and that -when the time comes they
will receive more consideration. They re-
plied, "Why should we pay if the other fel-
lows do no?

Hon. P. Collier: You are giving the whole
show away.

Mr. J. H. S'MITH: I am telling the
truth. The man who is paying £2 or £8 is
receiving eviction notices just as is the case
with others who have not paid anything.
Those who do not attempt to grow their
own requirements are misfits and the sooner
they are off their holdings the better. I am
putting lip a fight for the main who is at-
tempting to do something, for the hundreds
of good men in the district. The Premier
knows they are anxious to make good, and
are striving to do so, but they have no chance
of paying their interest. For the waster and
the man who will not work and does not try
I have nothing to say. I would not ask
that one of them should be put back on the
land. If Mr. MeLarty is permitted to make
a living allowance to the settlers and to
give them something for fertilisers, etc., I
believe he will carry on the scheme fairly.
This motion applies to all settlers, soldier
settlers as well as other Agricultural Bank
clients in the South-West.

Hon. P. Collier: It applies all over the
country.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Yes. The motion that
will be moved by the member for Beverley
(Mr. J. I. Mann) deals with the same ques-
tion as it arises in other parts of the State.
The position is practically the same all over
Western Australia.

The Minister for Lands: If these people
do not pay their interest, who will pay it?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: How can they pay it
when they are not getting enough to live
upon? This is a Government scheme. It
was not the case of a man getting a loan
from the Agricultural Bank, losing his
money, and having to go off his block. This
scheme was brought under Government con-
trol, and has heen controlled and managed
by three Governments. The Minister has
asked who will pay the interest. The set-
tlers eannot pay until they reach the 20-cow

basis, If at cow could be depended upon to
give a cash return of £15 a year, it would
be looked upon as a fairly good animal.

The Premier: 1 suppose cows occasionally
have a calf, which can be sold.

Mr. J. H. SMITH : It is said that 75. per
cent, of the cows have not had calves. Half
the calves may be bulls, and would not be
worth more than £2 at a year old, and the
heifers would be worth only £3 at that age.
People have an erroneous idea of the value
of these cows. The New South Wales stock,
which comprises little runts which would not
be worth more than £3 in the saleyard, have
been put in to the settlers at £17, and cost
the Government £19. Many of them are
.sterile, and have been sold. If an allowance
was made for the progeny and everything
else, the settlers would not get more than
£350 gross from 20 cows. Then there would
be the boys and girls of the family, who
would be helping in the running of the
farm, and they would have to be clothed and
fed.

Mr. Patrick: You are sketching a gloomy
po sition.

iMr. J. H. SMITH: Yes, but a true one.
Hon. P. Collier: How did the early set-

tlers live 70 years ago?
Mr. 4. HI. SMITH: They lived under dif-

ferent conditions. -Mnny of them only had
kangaroo to eat in, those days. They had
big runs, and fattened off their cattle and
.sold them. The Government have invested
a lot of money in this scheme. If they want
to get a recoup for some of it, and put the
scheme on a hasis that will be satisfactor'
not only to the settlers but to their children,
they should agree to the appointment of this
Royal Commission. In connection with the
early settlement of Victoria, it was the chil-
dren who camne after who reaped the benefit.

Hon. P. Collier: There wvas no Govern-
ment assistance in those days.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: No. Perhaps the fault
in this ease is that too much Government
assistance has been given. They have, per-
haps, been dependent too much upon the
Government; and that support is cut away
from them now. But the same conditions
apply. The Government have to see those
settlers through, and equip them thoroughly.
As soon as the motion is carried-as I hope
it will be-a basis must be laid down so
that settlers who cannot make a success of
their holdings shall go off them and other
people, who can succeed. may follow in their
footsteps.
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NIL WANEBROUGH (Albany) (10.2J:
I support the motion, with a view to assist-
ing the genuine settler. According to my
observation, there have been some misfis
amongst the settlers, but also many good,
genuine men. Should the motion be car-
ried, I hope it will not be confined to group
settlement. All South-Western settlers
should receive consideration from the pro-
posed Royal Commission. Undoubtedly the
group settler is having a very bad time
now, but so is the older settler. I do not
wish to make any disparaging remarks
concerning Agricultural Bank officials. The
field inspectors, I believe, are anxious to
assist tbe settlers to do their best; but
they must act accordingr to instrnctions
which represent Government policy. The
two previous speakers have not quoted
figures indicating the position of the
settlers, but some half dozen statements
have been prepared by settlers in my dis-
trict. I propose to quote those statements
as showing that all is not well with the
group settlers. I have here three state-
ments originating from what is known as
the aristocratic group settlement of Den-
mark. The three settlers in question arc
on the swamp settlement, and have been
growing potatoes, and potatoes only. The4
have not been allowed to put down pas-
tures or anything of that description. One
of these settlers in 1929-30 had three cows.
Of these one was re-possessed by the de-
partment for butchering. He had two East-
ern States heifers. With all due respect
to the Eastern States, T say that had the
department supplied him with Coolgarflie
goats he would have been better olf. Those
Eastern States heifers could have been pout
in one's pocket. In this section of t-he
group it is not possible to rear pigs, be-
cause of the cold and wet; and it is not
possible to grow pasture because the land
is under water for seven months of the
year.

Mr. Patrick, It is a flod-torsaken place,
apparently!

Mr. WANSEROUOB: The land is all
right, but the ;ettlens are too far away
from the market. These settlers have been
growing potatoes to be sold at £2 10s. or
£3 per ton.

The Premier: Potatoes have been £10 a
ton for some time.

Mr. WANSBROIJGH: But there are no
potatoes in our district now.

Hon. P. Collier: Is there any po.,sibility
of making a success of that land !

Mr. WANSIIROUGH: Not in the cir-
cumstances.

lon. P. Collier: Then the land had bet-
ter be abandoned.

Mr. WA NSBROUGH: The Premier, in
reply to a letter from me, said that if these
people were hopelessly involved he was not
prepared to grant any further advances,
but that if the Denmark storekeeper cared
Vq finance their he could have the first lien
on the crops. That amounts to hand-
ing the whole project over to private indivi-
duals.

The Premier: Those settlers could have
made considerable money out of potatoes.

Mr. WAXSBROUGH: I shall quote their
earnings and their costs.

The Premier: It is no use under-stating
the thing.

Mr. WANSBOGH: I shall not do ;o.
r shall quote-

The Premier: Those figures need con-
siderable checking.

'.%r. WANSBROEGH: This man's earn-
ings in 1029-30 were £207 5s. 3d. from
potatoes. His outgoings, required to pro-
duce that income, were £264 4s. 4d.

Ron. P. Collier: 'low were his outgoings
made upI

Mr. WANSBROUOH: By seed potatots,
manure, bags, railage, cartage, certificates
of seed and scaling, planting and digging,
storekeeper's account and horse feed,
totalling £264 4s. 4d. The potatoes had
to he certified before he was allowed to
plant them. This left the man to the bad,
on the year's transactions, by £56i 19s. 1d.
Another settler for 1929-130 had an income
of £C218 19s. lid. His expenses, required to
produce that income, were £200 Is. 3d. Thuir
he had an income of £18 1s. 7d. to feed
and clothe his family, and to pay inlerest.
Naturally, he paid no interest. How could
he 1 His frmily were five in number. He
had three rows and four Eastern States
heifers, two of which were not in stoc!k.
He had no pigs.

The Premier: You were ifown there with
me when they asked for these cows.

Mr. WANSHROTTGH: That is the frunny
part about it; the men were there for five
years before they had any cows at all.

The Premier: As a matter of fact, they
have beautiful hills on which to house their
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cows and pigs, and to fatten them if they
put in crops.

Mr. WANSBROtJGH: Yes, but every two
months the cattle have to be removed lest
they become "coasty." 'How can pigs be
reared on the coast hills?

The Premier: Of course they can.
Mr. WANSBROUGE: On sand hills!

How is one to produce the stuff to feed them
if the land is under water for seven
months of the -year ?

Mir. Brown: How about a drainage aye-
tern down there

Mr. WANSBROUGrH: In this particulatr
locality a drain was put in. At the top
end it was 10 feet wide and 5 feet deep. At
the bottom end it was 4 feet wide and 18
inches deep. The flow was too big for the
drain. What is the good of a drain that is
a mile wide at the top end and half a mile
wide at the bottom ? The water gathers
volume as it flows. Thle third of these three
settlers states his earnings as follows:-
For 1928-29 his total income wvas £317;, for
1929-3D it was £120; and for 1930-31 it was
£38. This last was a wash-our year. His
costs for 1928-29 were £219 12s.; for 1929-
30 they were £301; and for 1930-31 they
were £134 -2s. 10d. These figures left for
the three years a deficit of £257 34s. 10d.
Yet this man is expected to pay his in-
terest. Another settler is supposed to be
on a 10-cow basis. Actually be hag nothing
of 'the sort. His earnings for the nine
mouths December to August totalled £42
l6s. lid., and -every cheque paid him by
the butter factory suffered a deduction of 10
per cent. for Agricultural Bank interest.

The Minister for Agriculture: Does be
grow any feed for his cows?

Mr. WANSBROUOH: Yes, and he has
to cut it by hand because the department
will. not supply him with a mower.

The Minister for Works. Does he wait a
-man to drive the mower?

Mr. WANSBROrIJH: No, he does nor.
He has one of the best holdings in the dis-
trict, but his income for the nine months
was only £42 16s. 11. 'There is the casec of
another man with a wife and seven child-
ren, four of whom are practically adults.
He has been doing contract workc and his
total earnings, from Augu.st 31st of last year
to October of this year were £91 7s, 1d. He
is supposed to pay interest and maintain
his twife and family on that. He has 74
acres 'cleared and 63 under pasture, but hie

has been supplied with only five cows, three
of them Eastern States heifers which will
never come into profit.

The Premier: Surely they are not all bad
cows in your district.

Mr. WANSBROUGH; Very few good
ones come to my district.

The Premier: Of course the good ones
all go to the other -fellow's district. Yet
the Busselton man says that all the good
ones go to your district.

Mr, WANSBROUGH: Here is another
settler with a wife and family. His income
from contract work and cream combined dur-
ing the last 12 months was £75 8s. 6d. He
has only five cows, three of whieb are East-
ern States heifers. As his cream -goes to
the butter factory, 10 per cent, is deducted
for bank interest.

The Minister for Agriculture: What was
the amount of his cream cheque?

Mr. WVANSEROUGH: For October and
November of 1930 he had none at all, but
for December it was 12s. 9d. and for Janu-
ary of this year 91 5s. 10d. For February
it was £1 13s. 7d.' and for Marchl £1 4s. 3d.

Thle Minister for Works: How many cow,;
has be?

11r, WVANSBROUGH: Only two in milk.
The others are classified as cows, but L.
would call them Coolgardie goats.

Mr. Sleeman: Is he a 1 0-cowV InlL !
Mr. WANSBROUOH: He is supposed

to be. In April of this year his cream
cheque was 18s. 7d., in Mfay it was 12s-.
7d., in June it was 5s. 7d., in July it was
14s. 3d., and ini Augaist it was U1s. 8d,

The Minister for Works: How many cows,
dlid you say he bad milking?

Mfr. WANSBROUGH: Only. two; he !h
supposed to have five, hut three of thenlx
are Eastern States heifers. Yet he is ex-
peeled to pay his: bank interest. As the
settlers send their cream to the factory, the
factory is authorised to deduct 10 per cent.
for bank interest.

The Minister for Work- No wondler he
sent veryT lit-tle cream there!

Mr. WANSBROrGH: How could he
send any more, with onl]'y two cows? And
this manl has to send his cream 36 miles
by road. T do not propose to go nty far-
tlher, but I hope the House will agree to
tbe appointment of a Royal Commission.
not for the sake of assisting the ne'er-do-
well, but to assist the genuine settler. Of
the 191 group settlers in the district, at
kast 75 per cant, are reel triers. I may
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say that only 32 of them are fully stocked
to the 10-cow basis. No wonder the settlers
are complaining and becoming uneasy. Un-
less something is done to relieve tbem of
their anxiety, I am afraid the Denmark
group settlers will leave in a body.

The Premier: Why not admit that at
least one settler is doing well? Do you
want to do harm to the whole district?

Mr. WANSBROUGH: I do not know
oYf one settler down there who is doing well.

The Minister for Works: Our informa-
tion was very different from that.

Mr. WANSBROP'GH: Apart from the
two or three settlers adjacent to Denmark,
not one in the district is doing well.

'.%r. MeLarty: Do you suggest they ought
to abandon their holdings?

Mr. WANSBROUGH; No, for I believe
that if they are given, a fair spin, they
will come out on top. The greatest
cause of the trouble in Denmark is the
wasting disease amongst the stock. One
settler during the last 12 months has lost 14
cows and 45 heifers to that disease. Howv
can he be expected to go out and buy fresh
cows every month 91 It is true that only dur-
ing the last twoe years has the disease affected
adult stock. I will say for that man that
he went around the country spending his
own money on the purchase of heifers.

The Minister for Works: There have been
settlers in Denmark for many years, hut we
have never before heard of the wasting dis-
ease.

The Premier: Oh yes, we have.
Mr. WANSBROUGH: It has been in the

district for 25 years, but it has now become
acute. The department should find out what
is wrong.

Mr. J. 1. Mann: They are investigating
now, are they not?

Mr. WANSEROUGH: That is true.
They have been investigating for the past
eight years.

The Mini~ter for Agriculture: No, eight
mouths.

Mr. WANSBROUGH: It has been going
on ever since I have been in the House. In
fairness to Denmark and to the group set-
tlers I must say I believe that, given fair
consideration, those men will pull through.
Here I want to make an appeal to the Pre-
mier. We have in the district a man who
has heen a settler and has been through this
wasting disease. He was an Agricultural
Bank client, hut was kicked out. For the

last four years he has been studying the dis-
ease, and as a result of the remedy he has
prepared, cows that were treated three years
ago are still well to-day. I can say for his
remedy that cows which six weeks ago were
unable to stand up have again gone back to
profit and fat.

The Minister for Agriculture: Hie ought
to be on a thousand a year, that man.

Mr. WANSBROt'GH: It is up to the
Government to send their experts to go into
this matter with this individual. He is not
asking for any elaborate price for his
remedy. While he says he has the cure, he
claims lie does knowv the cause of the
trouble. I have no doubt that he has the
remedy, and it is up to the departmental
officers to ascertain the cause. All the man
asked for is a fair go and to be givena
block in the neighbourhood.

The Premier: What about the cure first?
Mr. WANSBROUGH: It is worth

£10,000 to the State if this man has the
remedy for the disease. I do not ask the
Government to give him E10,000, but by
giving him a block, we can give him a start
in life in a district where he can be of assist-
ance to Western Australia.

On motion by Mr. MeLarty, debate ad-
journed.

BILL-ELECTRIC LIGHTING ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
T. A. L. Davy--West Perth) (10.21] iii
inovilg the second reading said: The Elec-
trie Lighting Act of 1892 empowers local
authoritie,~ either to make their own current

to11 make contracts with those who, wider
the Act, arc called undertakers, to make cur-
icat for them and to reticulate it through
their districts. The Act contains no power,
however, for any local authority to enable
an undertaker to pass through their district
in order to supply electric current to an-
oilier district. A company at Collie is
manufacturing current on a large scale and

is i a osiion to supply local authorities
wvithin an extended radius of that centre.
Although many local authorities desire to
permit the company to carry its lines
through their respective areas, they have not
[lhe power to grant the license or way leave
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necessary to enable that to be done. The
Bill will give any local authority power, if
it sees fit, and on such terms and conditions
considered necessary, to allow the company
or any other similar company, to carry
current by means of poles and so on through
their district to other districts.

Han. P. Collier: I think that power,
amongst others, wvas included in a Bill I
introduced some years ago.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I think it
was. Probably no member of the House will
take exception to the principle embodied in
the Bill. There may be details that have
been overlooked, or mistakes in drafting,
but I do not anticipate members will findl
exception to take to the principle itself.
There is one phase respecting which hon.
members may desire information, and that
is regarding the license that any local au-
thority can grant for wvay leave. It is pro-
vided that the license shall be for a period
not exceeding 21 years, but it is also pro-
vided that with the consent of the Governor
the ]icense may be for a period not
in excess of 50 years. That may seem
a long period, but if a company is
to extend its lines over considerable
distances to supply the requirements of a
local authority, a term of 21 years is rather
short. It may, take that length of time to
get the capital hack. As the position is en-
tirely at the discretion of the local authority
granting the license, the powver seems to lie
quite safe, as it is subject to cheek by the
Government of the day. I move-

That the Bill be now read a second timie.

On motion by Hon. P. Collier, debate aft
journed.

BIL~L-COMPANIES ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Rea ding.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
'C. A. L. Davy-West Perth) [10.25] in
moving the second reading said: The
method of finance which companies fre-
fluently employ is the issuing of preferene
shares. That is to say, the share has %
preferential right to profits made by a com-
pany pay, ing dividends. Such preferential
shiares include quite a number of different
types. There is the ordinary preferential
sIoare without iniv cumulative rights: there

is the cumulative preference share, and
shares that are preferential but also have
the right of participation in any surplus
after the ordinary shareholders have got the
srame rate as the preference shares. Those
represent three well-known divisions of
preference shares. in these hard times, and
particularly in view of legislation we have
passed this session, it seems desirable-that
opinion seemed to be held by a number of
members if we can judge hy the interje-
tions from time to time-that some relief
shall be granted to companies that pay pref-
crential shareholders and which are in diffi-
culties. With respect to cumulative prefer-
ence shares, it may be that in these hard
times the accumulation of indebtedness on
preferential shares may debar ordinary
shareholders from being paid any dividends
for many years. That arises from the fact
that not only have the preferential share-
holders; the first right to any allocation of
dividend.,, but also arrears of nion-payment
have to he made up before the ordinary
shareholders can participate in dividends.
The result might wVell be that companies
would have to go into liquidation because
of the burden imposed upon them in that
regard. The Bill proposes to give power to
companies or shareholders of companies-

Mr. Patrick: Ordinary shareholders?
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: No, all

shareholders, to alter conditions attaching to
any particular class of shares, preference
shaires, and so on.

Mr. Patrick: Would that apply to de-
benture shares?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: They are
not shares.

Honi. P. Collier: Have they not got the
power to consent to that course now?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: There
must be a unanimous consent.

Hon. P. Collier: Preference shareholders
have surrendered their rights on many occa-
sions.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: They
can do so, but as the law stands to-day it
could only be done by the unanimous con-
sent of all the preference shareholders. The
Bill will enable the shareholders of a com-
pany by special resolution which has to be
earnied by all the shareholder;, to agree to
the proposition. This has to be confirmed by
each special group affected and the decision
has to be subsequently confirmed by the
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vourt, before which any particular person
claiming to be affected, can protest.

lon. P. Collier: Does that mean consent
by group-, unanimously or by a special ma-
jority?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It is pro-
vided that there shall be a three-fourths
majority. It is thought that would be suffi-
vient, If a company. has 20,000 first prefer-
ence 8 per cent. shares held by 600 people,
and three-quarters of those holding the
share value in the company are prepared,
ink order to lengthen the life of the company
-it would amount to a modification of the
conditions-it would seem reasonable that
they should be permitted to make the alter-
ation. In order to provide against the pos-
sibility of a brutal majority inflicting hard-
ship on a minority, we provide that the
resolution must be confirmed by the court.

Hon. P. Collier: Do you mean by the
Supreme Court?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes. I
think the proposition is as far as we can
go. I consider that the measure should not
go further, but I believe it is safe to go as
far as I propose. I move-

That-'the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Hon. P. Collier, debate ad-

journed.

BILL-LAND AND INCOME TAX
ASSESSMENT ACT AMENDMENT

(No. 3).

Second Reading.

THE PREMIER (IHon. Sir James
MVitehell-Nortbam) [10.31] it, moving the
second reading said: It will be remembered
that when we were discussing the Land Tax
and Income Tax Bill, a suggestion was made
that payments might be spread. This Bill
makes provision for the spreading of pay-
ments by arrangement with the Commis-
sioner of Taxation, and tile payments may
be made month by month or periodicall y
to suit the taxpayer. This will be a con-
venience to many people, particularly salary
and wage earners, because it is rather a
trial for themn to have to pay their taxation
in one lump sum. A monthly deduction
would not hurt them so much. Apart from
that consideration, hundreds of taxpayers
have asked whether it would not be possible
for them to meet their obligations in that

wpy. It will be seen from the Bill that
they must apply to the Commissioner of:
Taxation and arrange terms.

Hon. P. Collier: Arrange with the Com-
missioner whether they pay monthly or
quarterly J

The PREMIER: Yes, or periodically.
Hon. P. Collier: Any period would be

by arrangement with the Commissioner!
The PREMIER: Yes. A business man

might say he would like to pay quarterly.
The arrangement will no doubt be of con-
venience to the taxpayers because they will
nave an opportunity to pay over the whole
year instead of in one lump sum. The
tax for last year may be spread over the
rest of this year, instead of taxpayers hav-
ing to pay in one sum. So long as we get
the money month by month and have it in
by the end of the financial year, it will be
quite satisfactory to us. It is necessary
that some taxpayers should be allowed to
pay at periods other than monthly. That
may be more convenient to traders. If an
instalment is unpaid on the due date, there
will be a penalty as usual. If any amount
be overpaid, the excess will be refunded.
if there be any underpayment, the balance
will have to be made good by the taxpayer
at the end of the year. Members realise that
theme are exemptions and deductions, and
so far as they can be calculated before the
monthly payments are decided upon, they
will be calculated. We do not want any -
body to pay more than he ought to pay.
If there is a small balance either way, it
will be adjusted. I direct members' atten-
tion to the provision authorising employers
to deduct from wages. salaries, bonus or
other money taxable under the Act for the
payment of iany amount due to the Com-
missioner. It is advisable to make that pro-
vision in this Bill. It does not mean that
employers are to do so. but they may do it
if an amount of tax be outstanding. The
other provisions merely make it legal for
an employer to deduct the tax at the re-
quest of the Commissioner. The amendment
will be a, convenience to the Treasury as
well. as to the taxpayer, because the money
will be coming in steaily over the 12
months instead of being confined to the last
few months of the financial year. The
Treasury has to make its payments for sal -
aries and interest month by month, and
therefore it will be a convenience if we an'
able to collect the tax in the same manner.
It will be quite satisfactory to mue, as Treaq.
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-urer, to get the money in this way, although
we shall have to wait longer for some por-
tion of it. I move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Hon. P. Collier, debate ad-
journed.

Ihouse adjourned at 10.36 m
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

RON. SIR NEWTON MOORE, M.P.

THE PRESI[)ENT: I w1ish to announce
that I have invited to take a seat on the
floor of this, Chamber 'Major-General, the
lion. Sir Newton Mfoore, a member of the
Rouse of Commons, who was born in
this State, was a former Premier of West-
era. Australia, and who has rendered greait
service not only to Western Australia in
Western Australia, but also in England.

QUESTION-RAILWAYS, STATION
EARNINGS.

HON. E. H. H. HALL asked the Chief
Secretary: 1, Arc the figures published in
the "West Australian" of the 17th inst.,
relative to the earuirg of several railway

stations in this State, correct ? 2, If so,
why is Geraldton station, with a revenue
of £235,547, graded as 2nd class, and Ban-
bury, with a revenue of £190,129, graded
as 1st class ? 3, Was it through an over-
sight in this connection that the recent
action was taken to promote and transEer
the station-miaster from Oreraldton. to Run-
buryT

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
Yes. 2, Revenue is a variable factor, and
is only one of the considerations affecting
the classification of stations. At the present
time, owing to the decline in timber traffic
the earnings of' Bunbury have diminished
considerably, hut for the year 1928 prp-
ceding the date of the existing classifica-
tion the respective earnings were: Bun-
bury, £279,911:- Geraldton, £167,711. 3,
90.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Hon. A. Thomson, leave
of absence granted to Hon. W, T. Glasheen
(Souith-East) on the ground of ill-health.

ABSENT TO BILL.

Mcssage from the Administrator received
and read, notifying assent to the Land Tax
aiid Tncome Tax Bill (No. 2).

MOTION-RAILWAYS' CAPITAL
ACCOUNT.

To inepire by ('ow ,ittee.

HON. A. THOMSON (South-East)
F4. 35]: I move--

That, in the opinion of this House, a Coat-
inittee should be appointed with the powers
of an honorary 'Royal Commission-], To in.
quire into and report upon the Western Aus-
tralian Railwnys' Capital Account with a view
to reducing the amount 111)02 which the Comx-
missioner of Railways is expected to find in-
terest "ad running costs. 2, To make such
reconiendationLs to Parliament ns the Com-
mittee or Commission may deem desirable to
eLnable the railways to meet the contpetition of
'motor transport

Memnbers will agree with inc that financ2,
particularly railway finance, is a matter of
great importance, and that thle Railway De-
partinient is one of the biggest spending de-
partments of the State. In moving this
motion I ami giving the Rouse an oppor-


